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NAKASONE TO DEPART ON U.S. TRIP 29 APRIL 
0W261109 Tokyo KYODO in English 1038 GMT 26 Mar 87 


(Text] Tokyo, March 26 KYODO -- Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone will leave on his U.S. 
visit as scheduled on April 29, regardless of the outcome of the nationwide local 
elections to be conducted on April 12 and 26, a high ranking government official said 
Thursday. 


The official, who refused to be identified by name, made the remark amid rising 
protests from the general public against the sales tax proposal by the Nakasone 
government. 


Priority will be given to the business of the Diet (parliament), but the current Diet 
session will be recessed when the prime minister makes the visit during the "golden 
week" period between April 29 and May 5, studded with national holidays and a Sunday, 
he said. 


MITI ‘SHOCKED' BY RETALIATORY U.S. TRADE MOVE 


0W260553 Tokyo KYODO in English |543 GMT 26 Mar 87 


[Text] Tokyo, March 26 KYODO -- The Japanese Government Thursday reacted gravely to a 
U.S. congressional resolution authoriz ng the Reagan administration to retaliate 
against Japan for alleged unfair trade practices in connection with the current 
bilateral semiconductor trade dispute. 


The Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI) is now closely watching the 
outcome of the U.S. Economic Policy Council (EPC) which was scheduled to review 
Thursday morning specific measures to be taken against Japan. 


"It is unconceivable that nothing will be discussed on the retaliatory measures against 
Japan in this connection,” a high ranking MITI official was quoted as saying. 


“At any rate, bilateral trade relations have now reached their worst point in the 
postwar era,” he said. 


According to MITI sources, it will take substantial time before the Reagan 
administration decides to implement steps in this connection even if the EPC decides to 
take specific retaliatory measures in one way or another. This is because President 
Ronald Reagan is required to hold public hearings and taken other necessary procedures 
before making his final decision, the sources said. 


Although the duration of such hearings is left to Reagan's discretion, an overwhelming 
consensus in MITI is that they may last until mid- or late April. 


Some MITI officials believe that Japan should retaliate against the United States by 
reviving an import duty on U.S. semiconductor chips if the U.S. resorts to retaliation. 


But an overwhelming view within the ministry is that Japan should watch future 
developments prudently since implementation of possible U.S. retaliations will take 
time. 


MITI is particularly shocked by the U.S. retaliatory moves in the wake of MITI's 
guidelines to closely regulate microchip production to prevent any dumping in third 
country markets and to monitor export prices in these markets under a directive from 
Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone, they said. 
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"GRAVE CONCERN' EXPRESSED OVER U.S. TRADE BILL 
0W260427 Tokyo KYODO in English 0423 GMT 26 Mar 87 


[Text] Tokyo, March 26 KYODO -- Hajime Tamura, minister of international trade and 
industry, expressed grave corcern Thursday about an omnibus trade bill passed by a U.S. 
House panel. 


In testimony before the House of Councillors' Commerce and Industry Committee, Tamura 
said he is concerned because the bill calls for retaliatory measures against Japan. 
The trade proposal was passed by the U.S. House of Representatives Ways and Means 
Committee by a vote of 34-2 Wednesday. 


Chief government spokesman Masaharu Gotoda told a news conference that Japan is closely 
following developments on Capital Hill. 


"We believe the U.S. Government's views will be reflected in the trade bill," he said. 


NAKASONE DESCRIBES YEN RISE AS ‘UNFAVORABLE' 


0W250517 Tokyo KYODO in English 0451 GMT 25 Mar 87 


{[Text] Tokyo, March 25 KYODO -- The yen's sudden surge against the U.S. dollar has 
come to a halt in the wake of concerted market intervention by the central banks of 
Japan, the United States and Britain, a Bank of Japan source suggested Wednesday. The 
yen will hover around its present level in relation to the dollar, the source said, 
adding that the Japanese unit will not continue to appreciate further. 


The yen stayed around 149 yen per dollar in Tokyo trading Wednesday after soaring to a 
record postwar high of 148.40 yen at one point Tuesday before closing at 148.80 yen. 


The spurt prompted the Japanese, U.S. and British banks to step in to shore up the 
dollar in accordance with an agreement on currency stability reached by six major 
industrial democracies at their meeting in Paris in February. 


The source described the current yen's exchange rate as "a bit higher” than the level 
of stability which the Bank of Japan wants. But he expressed hope that the yen will 
move gradually toward a lower level, suggesting that the central bank considers the 150 
yen level as an appropriate rate. 


Commenting on the yen's rise past the 150 yen level, Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone 
termed it “unfavorable” for the Japanese economy, which has been already battered by 
the currency's steep appreciation in the past one and a half years. 


Sumita on Exchange Rates 


0W250847 Tokyo KYODO in English 0832 GMT 25 Mar 87 


{Text} Tokyo, March 25 KYODO -- Satoshi Sumita, governor of the Bank of Japan, said 
Wednesday he believes major industrialized nations will intervene in foreign exchange 
markets and take other necessary measures, as they have done in the past, to stabilize 
exchange rates. 
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Commenting on the dollar's fall to a postwar low of 148.40 yen on the Tokyo foreign 
exchange market Tuesday, Sumita said there was nothing in particular behind the 
dollar's dip below the 150 yen level. The central bank governor added he does not 
think the dollar will continue its fall. 


Sumita told a regular press conference that the agreement reached among financial 
leaders at the Group of Seven (G-7) -- minus Italy -- meeting last February 22 in Paris 
is intact and the nations will cooperate closely to realize exchange rate stability. 


Sumita said as of the beginning of this week the yen-dollar rate showed "instability," 
reflecting statements by official overseas and trade friction issues. Sumita was 
apparently talking about U.S. Treasury Secretary James Baker's weekend statement in a 
televised interview that the U.S. had not set a specific target level for the dollar. 


Until last week, the yen-dollar rate had been basically firm since mid-January, with 
the market tending to overreact in the direction of a higher yen, Sumita said, but 
added that an underlying wariness of too high a yen still exists in the market. 


Sumita did not state at what level the Bank of Japan stepped into the market. He did 
say that reported dollar buying by the U.S. and Britain was based on the February 22 
agreement. "If we cooperate closely, I don't think the yen-dollar rate will continue 
to be unstable," Sumita said. 


Referring to the central bank's monetary policies, Sumita said there is no room for the 
Bank of Japan to cut further the official discount rate. Japan cut its key lending 
rate -- charged on loans to commercial banks -- to a postwar low of 2.5 percent per 
annum February 23. It was the fifth cut since the beginning of last year meant to 
stimulate the economy and help overcome deflationary effects of the higher yen. 


Sumita said the "instability" in the yen-dollar rate seen this week would not continue 
long enough to further damage the Japanese economy. However, he said the psychological 
effects of the “instability” should be watched carefully. 


Sumita said the February Paris agreement was made with the understanding that Japan 
would make efforts to boost domestic demand. Japanese efforts to that end will be 
reviewed at the G-/ meeting slated for April. Sumita reiterated his stand that the 
government shoud take fiscal measures to prop up the economy but should keep them 
within the government framework of seeking financial reconstruction. 


KURANARI MEETS GDR PARLIAMENT LEADER SINDERMANN 


0W231149 Tokyo KYODO in English 1141 GMT 23 Mar 87 


[Text] Tokyo, March 23 KYODO -- Foreign Minister Tadashi Kuranari said Monday to 
president of the East German Parliament, Horst Sindermann, that Japan sees a solution 
of the northern territorial issue with the Soviet Union as a key to promoting relations 
with the Soviets. 


Sindermann said in talks with Kuranari that he knows there is a territorial issue 
between Japan and the Soviet Union over the four islands north of Hokkaido occupied by 
the Soviets at the end of World War II. But, he said it will take time to solve and 
needs patience. 


Sindermann came to Tokyo for a six-day visit at the invitation of Kensaburo Hara, 
speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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On the Iran-Iraq war, Sindermann said his country is taking a neutral stance to both 
Iran and Iraq and that the Soviets are also on similar stance with the two nations. 


Sindermann on Seoul Olympics 


0W251231 Tokyo KYODO in English 1156 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] Tokyo, March 25 KYODO -- East Germany will participate in the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics whether or not North Korea co-hosts the games, a high-ranking East German 
official said Wednesday. 


Horst Sindermann, speaker of the East German Parliament, confirmed his country's 
participation in the games at a news conference during an official visit to Japan. 
Sindermann said that while East Germany still supports North Korea's stand on 
co-hosting the upcoming Olympics, their decision to participate still holds. "We will 
not only take part but carry away several gold medals too," he said. 


North Korea has requested that the coming Olympic games should be held in both North 
and South Korean territory and the International Olympic Committee (I0C) ir looking 


into the prospects. 


During his visit, Sindermann has held talks with Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone, 
Foreign Minister Tadashi Kuranari, members of opposition parties and several religious 
groups. 


Discussions were held on the promotion of nuclear disarmament in the world and other 
bilateral matters including the exchange of youth, culture and sports groups, 
Sindermann said. 


East Germany is also promoting a nuclear and chemical weapon free zone in central 
Europe in cooperation with the West German Social Democratic Party. Czechoslovakia and 
other European countries are also supporting this plan, he said. 


MIYAZAWA CONFIRMS WISH TO BECOME NEXT PREMIER 


0W231415 Tokyo NHK Television Network in Japanese 1000 GMT 23 Mar 87 


[Text] Finance Minister Kiichi Miyazawa has confirmed his wish to become the next 
prime minister at a party celebrating the 30th anniversary of his political faction. 
Mr Miyazawa said that he had done his best at two main tasks, stabilizing the yen and 
finalizing next year's budget. He said he would like to introduce new ideas in 
finalizing the 1988 budget to overcome the difficult economic situation. Mr Miyazawa 
indicated that his contributions in the financial area would pave the way for him to 
become the next prime minister. 


NATSUME NAMED TO HEAD NATIONAL DEFENSE ACADEMY 


0W240037 Tokyo KYODO in English 0033 GMT 24 Mar 87 


[Text] Tokyo, March 24 KYODO -- The government Tuesday named Haruo Natsume, the former 
administrative vice minister at the Defense Agency, as the new head of the National 


Defense Academy. 


Natsume, 59, replaces Kuniyasu Tsuchida, who is retiring after serving eight years as 
president of the Yodosuka-based academy. 


IV. 26 Mar 87 Cc 5 JAPAN 
Natsume, who served as the top civil servant at the Defense Agency between June 1983 
and June 1985, will be the fifth National Defense Academy president. 


Set up in 1954, the academy is the principal officer training facility for Japan's 
three self-defense forces. 


LOCAL ELECTION CAMPAIGNS READY TO BEGIN 


0W211127 Tokyo KYODO in English 0945 GMT 21 Mar 87 


(Text] Tokyo, March 21 KYODO -- Campaigns for nationwide local elections, the llth of 
its kind, will begin Monday [23 March] with the announcement of the first round of 13 
gubernatorial elections, followed by those for mayoral, prefectural and town assembly 
elections to be announced by April 21. The elections will be held on April 12 and 
April 26. 


The election campaigns last for about one month, and comprise one of the biggest 
political events this year. The opposition parties view these elections as the first 
step in their counteroffensive against the government of Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone who won a landslide victory in the July 6 double election of both houses of 
the Diet last year. The controversial, government-proposed sales tax package will be 
the biggest issue to be debated among ruling and opposition party candidates during the 


campaign. 


According to the Home Affairs Ministry, a total of 2,573 elections will be held in the 
nationwide political event and 830 heads or 25 percent of all local government leaders 
nationwide will be newly elected. Some 37,000 prefectural, mayoral and town assembly 
posts will be filled in the election, the ministry said. 


Gubernatorial races highlighted in the elections will be those held in Hokkaido, Iwate, 
Akita, Ibaraki, Tokyo, Kanagawa, Fukui, Osaka, Tottori, Shimane, Fukuoka, Saga and Oita 
Prefectures. The major gubernatorial races will be held in Fukuoka and Hokkaido 
Prefectures, in which the LDP hopes to regain the seats it had lost in the last 
elections in 1983. 


Prior to the elections, both ruling and opposition parties issued the following 
statements which said: 


-- The LDP regards this election as critical in terns of deciding political policies 
in the next four years. In its campaign platform it said that it would implement 
policies such as the expansion of domestic demand and administrative and fiscal reforms. 


-- The No 1 opposition Japan Socialist Party (JSP) regards the election as a 
referendum in which the voters will cast their ballots to approve or reject the 
proposed sales tax. 


-- The Komeito eyes the elections as an opportunity for voters to cast their 
decision for or against the proposed tax bills and abolition of the tax-exemption 
system on small-savings accounts. 


-- The DSP [Democratic Socialist Party] and the United Social Democratic Party 
(USDP) pledge to win the elections by opposing the proposed sales tax. 


-- The Japan Communist Party (JCP) sees the sales tax plan as one which will create 
new financial resources in suppert of the pro-American military buildup. 
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PRC AMBASSADOR SPEAKS DURING PONGHWA VISIT 


SK251036 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1026 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] Pyongyang March 25 (KCNA) -- Diplomatic envoys of different countries in 
Pyongyang visited the Ponghwa revolutionary site on March 24 on the occasion of the 
70th anniversary of the formation of the Korean National Association organized and 
directed by Kim Hyong-chik, and indomitable revolutionary fighter and an outstanding 
leader of the anti-Japanese national liberation movement in our country. 


While being briefed on the revolutionary activities and feats of Kim Hyong-chik who 
dedicated his whole life to the sacred struggle for the independence of the country and 
the freedom and liberation ot the people, the guests went round with keen interests 
various historical mementoes there. 


On behalf of the diplomatic corps, Chinese Ambassador Zong Kewen said that the Korean 
National Association organized by Kim-Hyong-chik, an outstanding anti-Japanese 
patriotic fighter of Korea, made an important contribution to the development of the 
anti-Japanese national liberation movement. 


Noting that the revolutionary cause left unaccomplished by Kim Hyong-chik has been 
brilliantly realized under the wise guidance of the great leader of the Korean people 
President Kim Il-song, Zong Kewen stressed that Korea has today turned into a socialist 
country, independent in politics, self-support in economy and self-reliant in national 
defence. 


He wished the Korean people greater success in their future struggle to carry out the 
Third Seven-Year Plan and achieve the independent and peaceful reunification of the 


country. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs gave a cocktail party for the guests yesterday. 
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NKDP DEMANDS YI CHOL-SUNG APOLOGIZE FOR \.EMARKS 


SK240057 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in Eng'ish 24 Mar 87 p 2 


{Text} The opposition New Korea Democratic Party decided yesterday to oust Rep. Yi 
Chol-sung unless he gives apology for his recent remarks that supported a "genuine" 
parliamentary government system. 


The decision was made in a caucus of its law makers, in which the main opposition NKDP 
offered Yi two options if he wants to avoid explusion from the party. 


"Rep. Yi should present convincing explanation and apology to the party and people, and 
if he fails to meet the demands, Yi should walk out of the party," the NKDP said in a 


resolution. 


Yi, a minor faction leader, challenged the official party line of seeking a direct 
presidential election system in his news conference Feb. 19. 


Two major factions of the party, led by Kim Yong-sam and Kim Tae-chung, referred the 
case to the party Disciplinary Committee, demanding Yi's ouster from the party. 


The mainstreamers alleged that Yi's remarks supported a cabinet form of government now 
advocated by the ruling Democratic Justice Party. 


During the caucus, that lasted four hours and 20 minutes beginning at 10:10 a.m., Yi 
said he felt sorry that his press conference has caused trouble in and out of the party. 


Yi, however, also demanded the mainstreamers to take the issue after "normalizing" the 
party operation and walked out of the meeting during the session. Yi has claimed that 
the NKDP has been put into disorder by the two Kims. 


After the meeting, party spokesman Kim Tae-yong said the decision in the caucus to 
expel Yi would not have any legal binding force but only carry political meaning. 


The main opposition NKDP plenum also accused the government of seeking actual prison 
terms against two party lawmakers and decided to wage strong protests. 


As part of the protests, the caucus decided to send to National Assembly Speaker Yi 
Chae-hyong four senior party lawmakers soon, including president Yi Min-u and floor 


leader Kim Hyon-kyu. 


Some lawmakers including Chang Ki-uk, proposed to wage a sit-in to file complaint with 
the government's move, but it was not accepted. 


In the resolution, the NWKDP also strongly called for the suspension of proceedings 
against Reps. Pak Chan-chong and Cho Sun-hyong. 


The prosecution demanded a three-year prison term for Pak and two-and-a-half-years' 
term for Cho during the 23rd trial March 19 for the two accused of instigating student 


unrest at Korea University in September 1985. 
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"The prosecution's demand for prison terms is a political revenge against the two 
lawmakers who have actively struggled for democracy and human rights," the resolution 
said. 


It said that the prosecution should withdraw the indictment and that the government 
should be responsible for a possible grave situation to be created by failing to meet 
the NKDP's demand. 


FRG-KOREAN JOINT VENTURE TO PRODUCE SUBMARINES 


WA242220 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 17 Mar 87 p 14 


[Article by Peter Odrich: "German Submarines for South Korea? Americans Approve 
Purchase/Component Contracts for Italy and France"] 


[Text] The West German armaments industry has a good chance of receiving a South 
Korean contract for four submarines in the near future. Following discussion of this 
project for a number of years, the U.S. Government, hesitant until now, has informed 
the Seoul government that it has no objection to their purchase of submarines for 
coastal defense. The Americans were slow in reaching this conclusion, fearing that 
this weapon system, new to Korea, would alter the tense balance of power on the Korean 
peninsula. 


Diesel powered submarines for coastal defense are only available in the West from a 
small number of European builders. Despite some price advantages on the part of 
Italian shipyards and a number of approaches by the French, the scale has tipped within 
the Korean armed forces in favor of the Germans. For reasons of trade policy, however, 
it can be assumec that the two other producing countries will generously share in the 
production of components. Prime contenders for the submarine contract would be the 
firms of Howaldtswerke-Deutsche Werft AG of Kiel, Krupp Mak Maschinenbau GmbH of Kiel 
and MTU Motoren- und Turbinen-Union of Friedrichshafen and Munich. Other German firms, 
however, are currently active in Seoul. 


Under normal circumstances, the contract’ could be awarded in the next few months. 
There are, however, circles in Korea which argue that the contract should not be 
awarded until the new government is installed. One factor at work in Korean thinking 
is the likelihood that in such a major transaction, there will still be loose threads 
left to be pulled together and that this should evidently be left to the advantage of 
the new and not the old administration. It is still not clear whether the first vessel 
will be assembled in Korea or produced in the Federal Republic. In any event, the 
further three submarines will be built in Korean shipyards. There are a number of 
reasons for this move, ranging from redundant capacities in the Korear shipbuilding 
industry through the acquisition of new technologies to cost advantages. The word in 
Korea at the moment is that the Daewoo concern has especially gvod prospects of 
receiving the contract. Daewoo recently has had to accept substantial contract losses 
owing to the bankruptcy of a major U.S. shipping line. According to local practice, it 
is not the financially poor export credit insurance agency which is liable in such 
instances. Instead, the financially injured firm is, as a rule, the recipient of major 
government contracts. 
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ARMY ATTACKS ON KAREN, MON INSURGENTS REPORTED 


BK251519 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] On 21 March 1986 [date as heard), our military column clashed twice with about 
300 insurgents from the New Mon State Party [NMSP} near Kawmi Village, Kawkareik 
Township, in the jurisdiction of the Southeast Military Command. There were no 
casualties on our side. 


Eleven insurgent bodies were found, and seven assorted smal. arms, rounds of 
ammunition, and a walkie-talkie were captured. 


Beginning from 16 June 1986, our military columns started a mop-up campaign in the 
(Padin) region, Kya-In Seikkyi Township, in the jurisdiction of the Southeast Military 
Command where about 200 insurgents from the KNU [Karen National Unic ’ &th Brigade were 
operating. There were 2 large-scale battles and 15 minor clashes ii: i:« «ampaign. 


Ten soldiers from our side laid down their lives for the country. Seventeen insurgent 
bodies were found, and six assorted small arms, ammunition, mines, ..» sawmills, three 
motor vehicles, and one rice mill were captured. 


On 3 December 1986, acting on information, our military columns launched a mop-up 
campaign in Naungkaing area, Kawkareik Township, in the jurisdiction of the Southeast 
Military Command. There were 4 encounters with about 200 insurgents from the 10lst and 
the 19th Battalions under the KNU 6th Brigade. 


Three soldiers from our side sacrificed their lives for the country while eight others 
were wounded. Sixteen insurgent bodies were found and one was captured. Our side also 
seized 16 assorted small arms, ammunition, and mines. 


Between 8 and 17 December 1986, our military columns marched on and attacked 
Thabyu-(Yeiktha), where minerals were being illicitly mined by the KNU 6th Brigade, as 
well as the camps of the insurgent NMSP in Thanbyuzayat Township in the jurisdiction of 
the Southeast Military Command. There were 16 small-scale clashes before the [words 
indistinct] camps of the insurgent NMSP headquarters in the Three Pagoda Pass were 
captured. 


Three of our soldiers laid down their lives for the country while 22 others were 
wounded. Our side found 18 insurgent bodies, and captured 9 assorted small arms, 
ammunition, 1 tractor, 1 bulldozer, 1 motor vehicle, (?rock crushing equipment), and 
about 110 tons of minerals. 


On 2 March 1987, our military columns marched on and raided the Wawle camp, 
headquarters of the KNU 6th Brigade, in the jurisdiction of the Southeast Military 
Command. There were three engagements in this campaign before the camp was captured on 
3 March 1987. 


Three soldiers from our side laid down their lives for the country while 14 others were 
wounded. Our side found 15 insurgent bodies and captured 18 small arms, 1 
communications set, 6 sawmills, about 3,000 tons of timber, 1 weaving training school, 
1 pharmacy, 1 hospital, 1 arsenal, 7 assorted motor vehicles, and 2 winches. 
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MINI e LE' THAI MOVES 
BK251426 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1300 GMT 25 Mar 87 


(25 March statement by PRK Foreign Ministry spokesman) 


{Text} On 22 March 1987, repeating the same slander on the so-called violation of Thai 
territory by the KPRAF and the Vietnamese volunteer army, General Chawalit Yongchaiyut, 
commander of the Thai Army, indirectly said that the Thai authorities have decided to 
pool their forces and to use all necessary weapons, including aircraft, to launch a 
general offensive aimed at repulsing forces from Thailand. 


This is a most dangerous decision. The successive hostile and criminal activities of 
the Bangkok authorities in the past few months, clearly violating the PRK's sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, can have serious consequences. 


The increase of military collusion between Thailand and the United States and between 
Thailand and China is reflected in the setting up of a U.S.-Thai weapons stockpile 
during the Thai-U.S. joint military exercise near PRK territory, and the purchase of 
new weapons from China. The provocative statement by General Chawalit Yongchaiyut has 
also clearly shown Thailand's hectic preparations for a new military escalation against 
the PRK with the aim of rescuing the Pol Pot remnants and other reactionary Cambodians 
from serious defeat and rapid disintegration. This new Thai adventure is an open 
provocation against the Cambodian people and has further worsened tension along the 
Cambodian-Thai border. 


This adventurous Thai policy shows a complete contrast with the goodwill policy of the 
PRK, which has many times put forward talks proposals to resolve every contentious 
issue between the PRK and Thailand. These proposals are based on mutual respect for 
each other's sovereignty and territorial integrity, on the principle of peaceful 
coexistence, and are made in a spirit of good-neighborliness. 


This new adventure has more clearly shown that Thailand supports and resolutely follows 
China's policy in Southeast Asia and is striving to maintain tension and hinder the 
tendency toward negotiations which is developing in the region. 


The PRK Government and people strongly denounce the [words indistinct] of the Thai 
authorities and demand that they immediately put an end to these hostile and aggressive 


activities against the Cambodian people. The Thai authorit‘es will be responsible for 
all consequences resulting from these activities. 


[Dated] Phnom Penh, 25 March 1987 
NEW UN REPRESENTATIVE VISITS CAMBODIA 19-24 MAR 


BK250718 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 0430 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] Kibria, newly appointed ESCAP excutive secretary of the UN and special 
representative of the UN secretary general for the coordination of humanitarian 
assistance to Cambodia replacing Tatsuro Kunugi, paid an official visit to the PRK from 
19 to 24 March, 1987. He was accompanied by his colleague Mr (Enva) in this visit to 
gain a personal grasp of realities in the PRK. 


During his stay in Cambodia, Kibria paid courtesy calls on our leadership and was also 
granted an audience with Comrade Hun Sen, chairman of the Council of Ministers. 
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KHIEU SAMPHAN TELLS OF FORCES ENCIRCLING CITIES 
BK250825 Bangkok BANGKOK WORLD in English 25 Mar 87 p 32 


[Text] Vice President of the Coalition Government of the Democratic Kampuchea for 
Foreign Affairs Khieu Samphan claimed that three Khmer resistance forces were able to 
encircle at least three main cities and parts of Phnom Penh. 


Speaking at Government House after signing a memorandum of understanding for the 
Committee for Coordination of Joint Prospecting for Mineral Resources in Asian offshore 
Areas (CCOP), Khieu said the resistance forces were continuing their fierce fighting 
against Vietnamese troops inside Kampuchea. He said he wholeheartedly believed that 
Vietnam would not win the war in Kampuchea especially when the resistance forces were 
able to encircle Battambang, Siem Reap, Kompong Thom and parts of Phnom Penh. 


He said Vietnam was in a difficult position as it also faced rifts within the Communist 
Party of Vietnam which has direct effect on Vietnam's Kampuchea policy. 


He said if Vietnam continued to maintain its troops in Kampuchea, the Vietnamese 
Government would not be able to solve its internal problems. 


Khieu said there are about 200,000 Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea along with about 
500,000 Vietnamese civilians. 


He said he did not believe that Vietnam would pull out its troops from Kampuchea by 
1990, adding that it was just another lie by Vietnam after facing pressure from the 
international community. 


He said the resistance forces would continue their fight to liberate Kampuchea. 


Khieu said Vietnam talked about the withdrawal to create an illusion that it was trying 
to solve the Kampuchean problem. 


He said the CGDK wanted Vietnam to consider the eight-point proposal put forward by the 
coalition. 


He claimed that Vietnam forces were now able to stay only inside big cities only as 
well as having control over only a few strategic highways. 


He said he believed the Vietnamese forces would not be able to move large troops to 
fight near the Thai-Kampuchea border as it had done in the last few years. 


He said further that a company of Heng Samrin troops had defected to the resistance 
forces at Ried near Pursat. 


Talking about casualties on the resistance side, Khieu said the number was very small 
compared to Vietnar.s since the resistance used guerrilla tactics although they had to 
face Vietnamese “ir strikes and artillery. 
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VOK: SON SANN HOPEFUL OF CAMBODIAN SOLUTION 


BK260316 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer in Cambodian 0500 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] His Excellency Son Sann, prime minister of the Cambodian coalition government 
and president of the Khmer People's National Liberation Front, said that he strongly 
hopes that the Cambodian problem will be settled and that national reconciliation can 
be achieved through general, secret elections [words indistinct]. His Excellency Son 
Sann went on to say that the economy of Vietnam is very poor and despite considerable 
Soviet aid, nothing can help Vietnam [words indistinct) unless it agrees to withdraw 
troops from Cambodia. He expressed the hope that Vietnam would solve the Cambodian 
problem according to the 8-point proposal of the CGDK [words indistinct]. Furthermore, 
His Excellency Son Sann said that after Vietnam has pulled its troops out of Cambodia, 
an election under UN supervision will be organized in conformity with democratic 
pattern, namely by giving the people their right to vote secretly without any coercion. 


His Excellency Son Sann also noted that the Vietnamese are trying to sow discord among 
Cambodians and pit Cambodians against their fellow countrymen so that Vietnam would not 
have to withdraw troops from Cambodia. 


SENEGAL ASSURES CGDK OF CONTINUED PROPOSAL SUPPORT 


BK250205 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 24 Mar 87 


(Text] His Excellency Ibrahima Fall, Senegal's minister of state for foreign affairs, 
received in Dakar on 11 March DK Ambassador to Senegal Hing Un. On this occasion, 
Ambassador Hing Un informed the Senegalese foreign minister of the CGDK's 18 February 
appeal calling on Vietnam and the Soviet Union to accept the 8-point peace proposal of 
the CGDK. He also briefed him on the all-round good situation of the Cambodian 
people's struggle against the Vietnamese aggressors and on the latters' plight both on 
their battlefield of aggression in Cambodia and at home in Vietnam. 


His Excellency the foreign minister of Senegal congratulated the CGDK for its good 
fortune, and highly appreciated its 18 February appeal. He also conveyed through 
Ambassador Hing Un the assurance that the Cambodian people and the CGDK can count at 
all international forums on Senegal's active and firm support for the glorious cause 
for which the valiant Cambodian people are fighting with heroism. 


VODK CRITICIZES SRV TROOP WITHDRAWAL DECEIT 


BK220234 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 21 Mar 87 
[Station commentary: "No One Believes the Hanoi Authorities’ Deceitful Words") 


[Text] During a recent interview with Swedish newsmen in Hanoi, Vietnamese Prime 
Minister Pham Van Dong once again publicized the deceitful statement on so-called 
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Cambodia in 1990. Pham Van Dong said that Vietnam 
will withdraw all its troops from Cambodia in 1990 even if the DK National Army is 
still active. 


Peace- and justice-loving people and countries in the world have opposed and condemned 
the Vietnamese aggression and occupation of Cambodia. Many countries have even excrted 
economic pressure on Vietnam by suspending or decreasing their aid to Vietnam as a 
means of opposition to its gross acts of aggression in Cambodia. 
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The Vietnamese economy has collapsed and plummeted to the ground due to world's 
economic pressure and the fact that Vietnam has dumped its economic resources into the 
war of aggression against Cambodia. For the past several years, the Vietnamese have 
been travelling to some countries to beg them to resume their aid. But, wherever ‘hey 
went, they were told that aid will be resumed and relations with Vietnam will be 
restored only after they withdraw all their aggressor troops from Cambodia. Therefore, 
the Vietnamese have repeatedly launched this deceitful propaganda about total 
withdrawal of their troops from Cambodia in 1990 in an attempt to lure other countries 
to resume their aid to Vietnam and conceal the Vietnamese defeats in Cambodia. 


Will anyone believe this Vietnamese deceit? No. No one believes the Vietnamese. 
Countries in this region as well as the whole international community are well aware of 
Vietnam's aggressive and expansionist ambition in this region -- that is that it wants 
to annex Cambodia and Laos for the formation of an Indochinese Federation under 
Vietnamese control. This is seen through the fact that: 


1. Vietnam has stationed more than 60,000 troops in Laos and controlled all of Laos' 
affairs, militarily, politically, and economically, from bottom to top levels. 


2. Vietnam has sent more than 250,000 troops to invade and occupy Democratic Kampuchea 
in an attempt to annex Cambodia, thus realizing this Indochinese Federation design. 


The Vietnamese design to become the master of Indochina and to lord it over Southeast 
Asia is irrefutably clear. But Vietnam has failed to annex Cambodian because the DK 
National Army and all Cambodian people have fought resolutely against the Vietnamese 
aggression. 


During the past 8 years, the Vietnamese war of aggression in Cambodia has worsened 
while the DK resistance forces have become stronger and, together with the entire 
Cambodian people, fought more vigorously against the Vietnamese aggressor troops. 
Meanwhile, more Cambodian soldiers, militiamen, and administrative personnel drafted to 
serve the Vietnamese war of agression in Cambodia have mutinied against the Vietnamese 
aggressors, attacked the Vietnamese aggressor troops, and fled home or joined the DK 
National Army. Particularly at the end of the current 9th dry season when Cambodian 
soldiers deserted their ranks in whole unit. 


In such a situation, it is possible for Vietnam to withdraw its troops from Cambodia? 
Impossible. If it withdraws, the Vietnamese-Soviet strategy of aggression and 
expansion in this region will collapse. Moreover, through the Vietnamese-Soviet deeds 
as well as in the joint Soviet-Vietnamese communique issued during Shevardnadze's 
recent visit to Hanoi, there is no sign indicating that Vietnam has prepared to 
withdraw its aggressor troops from Cambodia or abandoned its design against this 
region. On the contrary, both Vietnam and the Soviet Union have only confirmed that 
they would carry on their aggression against Cambodia and further implement their 
aggressive and expansionist strategy in this region. 


For this reason, no one believes Pham Van Dong's deceitful words. The differing 
statements uttered by Pham Van Dong and some other Hanoi authorities clearly prove that 
the Vietnamese are lying. Some said that Vietnam will withdraw from Cambodia in 1990 
even if the Cambodian resistance forces are still launching activities. Some others 
said that Vietnam cannot withdraw by 1990 if the Cambodian resistance forces are still 
launching attacks against the Vietnamese. Therefore, the Vietnamese have told such 
lies just to extricate themselves from the immediate difficulties. The people in the 
world do not believe these Vietnamese lies. They will certainly continue to pressure 
Vietnam until it abandons its aggressive and expansionist ambition in this region by 
withdrawing its aggressor troops totally and unconditionally from Cambodia and allow 
the Cambodian people to decide their own destiny in accordance with the eight UN 


resolutions. 
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RADIO REPORTS DELEGATION TALKS IN BANGKOK 
BK260555 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0527 GMT 26 Mar 87 


(Text) A further report on the meeting and talks in Bangkok between Lao and Thai 
high-level technical delegations: 


On the morning of 25 March, after Souban Salitthilat, head of the Lao delegation, had 
paid a courtesy call on Thai Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila, a formal negotiation 
between the Lao and Thai high-level delegations was held at the meeting hall of the 
Thai Foreign Ministry. 


The Lao side sincerely and frankly presented its attitude to the Thai side, pointing to 
the LPDR's consistent policy of truly desiring friendly relations and peaceful 
coexistence with the Kingdom of Thailand on the basis of the 1979 Lao-Thai joint 
communiques. 


The Lao side emphasized that certain remarks by some individuals and bad elements in 
Thailand do not conform with concrete deeds that will promote friendly relations and 
peaceful coexistence, such as the economic blockade of the LPDR and the violation of 
Laoe' sovereignty and territorial integrity, particularly the invasion and attacks 
agains three Lao villages in Sayaboury Province, provocations and threats, the support 
and training of exiled Lao reactionaries for sending to sabotage the Lao people's 
tranquillity, and the succession of the pan-Thailand doctrine which runs counter to the 
earnest aspirations of the Lao and Thai peoples in their desire to have good relations. 


The Lao side also explained in detail to the Thai side the relations between the LPDR 
and its friendly countries in Indochina. 


Following the conclusion of the meeting Souban Salitthilat, head of the Lao delegation, 
gave an interview to the mass media, emphasizing the above points. The Lao and Thai 
delegations will continue talks. 


EDITORIAL URGES VIGILANCE AGAINST ENEMY '‘SCHEMES' 
BK241015 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0430 GMT 23 Mar 87 
(Editorial: "Constantly Heighten Vigilance"] 


[Text] Respected listeners: At present, the world situation has been changing in a 
complicated and furious manner as a result of the stubborn acts of the U.S. 
impderialists, who continue to carry out the arms race, make preparations for nuclear 
war, strive to resist the socialist community. The U.S. imperialists have increased 
their state budget to serve their Star Wars plan while encouraging their allies to step 
up military activities, using economic and military means to threaten various 
progressive countries, and so forth. Colluding with the U.S. imperialists, the 
international reactionaries and other reactionary powers are continuing to go further 
down the path of opposing and sabotaging our own revolutionary cause as well as the 
revolutionary cause of the fraternal peoples of Vietnam and Cambodia. 


To achieve this objective, they have endeavored to carry out a general war of sabotage 


with the intention of deteriorating and weaken our revolution as well as our nev 
regime. In particular, the enemies have used mic means to vigorously build theirc 
forces through various forms and at differen els. All this is to subvert and 
sabotage us and effect a nonviolent, gradual inge. This situation shows that the 


struggle betwen us and the enemies will remain fierce and complicated. We must, 
therefore, look at the enemies in a new way. 
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In light of this situation, an urgent issue is raised for our Army and people. We must 
heighten our revolutionary vigilance, clearly understand the evil schemes of the 
enemies, and determinedly smash all their schemes and tricks. We must maintain high 
revolutionary vigilance in all places and at all times. The entire Army, as well as 
each and every unit, must be prepared to take the offensive to thwart the schemes and 
tricks of the enemies in a timely and effective manner. All units must be quick to 
face and respond to all brutal, subtle, and dangerous acts of subersion and sabotage of 
the enemies. 


To cope with this situation, it is necessary to train the soldiers to come to clearly 
understand the true counterrevolutionary nature and the stubbornness and absurdness of 
the enemies. It is also necessary to expose to the soldiers all schemes and tricks, 
under many forms, that have been carried out daily by the enemies. The soldiers, no 
matter where they are stationed or in what circumstances they find themselves, must be 
able to correctly distinguish friend from foe. They must be trained to mained a sense 
of stability, to be able to determine what is wrong and what is right, to be quick to 
clearly understand all subtle and brutal schemes and tricks of the enemies, and to be 
determined to defeat them. The leading committees and commanders of units must be wise 
and witty and must take the initiative in seeking different, effective methods of 
educating and training their soldiers to help them maintain vigilance. They must 
discuss in detail the actual activities of the enemies with their soldiers so as to 
help them clearly understand the brutality and absurdity of the enemies. Special 
attention must be paid to both appropriate and inappropriate practices of vigilance as 
seen in various units or among the people in pl.ces where the Army units are 
stationed. This should be done to set an example or teach a lesson to the students. 


The enhancement of high revolutionary vigilance can be achieved not only through 
education, training, and propaganda, but also through actual practice. Normally, the 
enemies do not miss an opportunity to take advantage of shortcomings, mistakes, lack of 
vigilance, and negative phenomena in the society to carry out their sabotage and 
psychological warfare activities. This is why it is necessary to firmly practice 
political, ideological, organizational, regulatory, and disciplinary management in all 
units. Alongwith this, it is necessary to cooperate with various police forces, the 
people's administrations, and the people in the localities where the Army units are 
stationed so as to together step up restricting and checking the activities of enemy 
spies, thereby maintaining political tranquility and social order. 


In the areas adjacent to the enemies and in all main areas considered political and 
economic centers, where the enemies concentrate their subversive and sabotage 
activities and their psychological warfare, education and training in vigilance must be 
carried out in a timely and effective manner. All activities, schemes, and tricks of 
the enemies must be concretized and exposed in a timely manner so as to help the 
soldiers and people come to understand and grasp the situation, enabling them to 
obstruct the subversive and sabotage activities of the enemies. Constantly upho!ding 
vigilance in the face of all schemes and tricks of the enemies is one of the 
top-priority, significant objectives which can enhance the combat strength and combat 
readiness of our Army. 


In view of the attempts of the U.S. imperiaiists, the international reactionaries, and 
other reactionary powers to oppose and sabotage the revolution in our country, our 
heightening of revolutionary vigilance is needed. Unlike other types of training, the 
education and training of soldiers in vigilance cannot be carried out in particular 
campaigns. It must be regularly carried out in all places and on all occasions. It 
must be firmly coordinated with all daily activities of all units. This is the 
important responsibility of all leading echelons and unit commanders. By carrying out 
this responsibility, cadres and combatants guarantee that our Army is always ready to 
fight, and fight victoriously. 
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VIENTIANE NOTES CLOSE SOLIDARITY WITH PRK 


BK201207 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0530 GMT 20 Mar 87 


(Feature article: "Laos-Cambodia Solidarity") 


[Text] The word samakkhi [solidarity] is the same in both the Lao and Cambodian 
languages. This terminological similarity shows that the two countries have shared the 
same fate since ancient times. During the national salvation struggle against the 
imperialist and capitalist forces, as well as in the period of socialist construction, 
Laos and Cambodia have stood side by side and assisted each other and, together with 
fraternal Vietnam, have won glorious victories step by step. 


Since the establishment of the PRK, the Cambodian working people have actively restored 
their economy together with the Vietnamese people and those in fraternal socialist 
countries. The LPDR has been assisting the Cambodian people in their economic 
restoration. The LPDR has sent many delegations to visit the PRK and sign aid 
agreements. For example, it has sent a dridge and road construction engineering team 
to improve Highway No 13, a team to assist the building of trade bases in Kratie 
Province, and a transport research team to work along the Mekong River. 


In the sphere of trade, the two sides have signed trade agreements stipulating that the 
Lao side will purchase raw materials from Cambodia, such as rubbe:, while the Cambodian 
side will purchase coffee from Laos. In addition, there is mutual cooperation in tire 


production and rubber exploitation. 


In other spheres, such as sports and culture, the two countries have promoted 
exchanges. Traditional Cambodian artists are in the LPDR, and Lao artists are also 
working in Cambodia. Scientific, technical, information, cinematic, and other 
cooperation is progressing gradually. In public health cooperation, the Lao side has 
assigned as many as six volunteer medical teams to assist Stung Treng Province. These 
medical teams are currently contributing to ensuring the good health of the Cambodian 
working people so that they can positively defend and build the country and build their 
new, bright life, particularly in Stung Treng Province. 


Implementing the communique of the summit conference of the three Indochinese 
countries, the special alliance among Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia, as well as between 
Laos and Cambodia, has been strengthened, and our bilateral cooperation and assistance 
have been further improved with a view to serving the interests of the peoples of the 
two countries. As comrades in arms sharing the same trench and even a single grain of 
rice, our two peoples are determind to jointly score ;-hievements in the cause of 
socialist construction on our respective lands. 


VIENTIANE RADIO DISCUSSES 1986 PARTY WORK, CADRES 


BK221540 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 1100 GMT 22 Mar 87 
{[Feature: "Situation of Party Work, Cadres in the Past Year"] 


[Text] The year 1986 was the first year for the implementation of the Second 5-Year 
Plan and a year in which our entire party and people scored achievements to welcome the 
fourth party congress, consolidated the organization at all levels from the central 
down to the grass-roots levels, and studied and applied the new mwisxenent mechanism 
and eliminted the old, state-financed mechanism which does not conform to the epochal 


economic development. 
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The factor that determines the success of this work is the party and cadres. 


Despite the fact tht the domestic and external situations were complex and that the 
enemy continued to carry out schemes to sabotage our socialist revolution, our party, 
firmly persisting in its line, recorded multifaceted great achievements in the past 
year such as in the socioeconomic sphere and in consolidating and building the ranks of 
the cadres. The most outstanding achievement was the success of the fourth party 
congress, which was a great milestone inthe history of the country, and in which the 
party's short and long-term political line was correctly and appropriately outlined, 
thus paving the way for the country to advance toward true socialism. 


Prior to our party congress, political courses were held in the entire party and among 
the people to study and contribute important and constructive views to the draft 
political report submitted to the fourth party congress. Meanwhile, the guidance work 
of party committees at various levels was reviewed and examined, and an extensive 
criticism campaign was launched within the party, thus enabling cadres and party 
members to more clearly understand the party's line and policies, increase their 
confidence in the party leadership, adopt a correct attitude, perceive the party's 
orientations and tasks in the new period of the revolution, know how to distinguish 
friends from enemies, know how to maintain vigilance toward all enemy schemes, and 
strengthen unity within the party. A large nwober of party members served as models in 
all work and movements. This is reflected in the political life campaigns during which 
each party member examined weaknesses and strong points, summed up lessons, conducted 
criticism and self-criticism, sought to know the causes of weak and strong points, and 
set forth immediate tasks. 


The majority of party members have been loyal to socialism and served as models in 
various movements, such as in the national defense and public security work and the 
agricultural cooperativization movement. The style of work and guidance work have been 
further consolidated at various levels. Achievements have been recorded in building 
many all-round strong party urits and in connecting party leadership to the 
implementation of political tasks. Party members have effectively mapped out plans on 
the application of the new business management mechanism, thus improving the living 
conditions of the majority of the working people, fulfilling obligations toward the 
state, and effectively carrying out the training of new, socialist men. Meanwhile, the 
system of the dictatorship of the proletariat has been extensively and thoroughly 
developed. Many party units have grown and become strong. The number of party units 
has increased to approximately 4,164 throughout the country with as many as 30 percent 
of them being all-round strong party units and 40 percent being the intermediate-level 
units. Through the process of development in the past year, the number of party 
members has increased to more than 40,000 comrades. 


Parallel with the achievements recorded in the past year, and speaking in general 
terms, the cadres and party members engaged in actual work in all spheres have not been 
made aware of class and leadership characteristics; and the level of their state and 
socioeconomic management, their perception of the party's policies and plans, and their 
political, cultural, scientific, and technical knowledge is still low. They have not 
yet made changes in accordance with the requirements of the party's political tasks in 
the new period. 


In short, in 1986 the central task was to consolidate the organization at various 
levels; to hold congresses at three levels as well as the fourth party congress; to 
convert the old, inappropriate, state-financed management system to the new management 
mechanism and apply it to the new economic management system. Achievements have been 
recorded in this regard, thus further improving the economy and living conditions in 
society. 
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As a result, the leadership role of the party has been heightened with each passing 
day. Regarding foreign policy, our party has always persisted in its stand and 
outlined its foreign line in conformity with the reality of the situation in Southeast 
Asia and the world. It has carried out the fourth party congress resolutions and 
ensured the success of the slogan of all-round, resolute, and direct party leadership 
in all spheres of work. 


The orientations and tasks for consolidating and building the party and cadres in 1987 
outlined by the party Central Committee's organizational board are as follows: 


It is necesssry to regard as a task of special importance the building and 
consolidation of the system of the dictatorship of the proletariat at various levels, 
for example, the building of all-round strong party units and organizations, the 
consolidation of the organization, leadership, and management apparatuses from the 
central down to the grass-roots level. It is also necessary to urge the various 
provinces that have not yet organized the party's 3-level congresses to do so. 


Based on the perception of the party's line and policies, party members and cadres must 
continue to carry out party and cadre work, and bring into full play their model, 
leadership role in all spheres of work. 


BRIEFS 


AID FROM JAPAN -- Vientiane, March 24 (KPL) -- The Japanese Government has granted 150 
million yen as aid to the administrative committee of Kham District, the northern Xieng 
Khouang Province, for promoting agricultural production. The aid consists of 
agricultural machinery, lorries, production tools and chemical fertilizer. The 
approval document was signed on March 18 by Somthong Manmomek, vice-president of the 
provincial administrative committee, and Teruo Kamihikashi [name as received], charge 
d'affaires A.I. of the Japanese Embassy to Laos. The signing ceremony was conducted in 
the presence of the president of the provincial administrative committee, Yongyi. 
[Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0912 GMT 24 Mar 87 BK] 


PARTY DELEGATION TO BERLIN -- Vientiane, March 24 (KPL) -- A delegation of the Foreign 
Relations Commission of the LPRP CC led by its deputy-head Soulivong Phasitthidet, left 
here on March 21 for the German Democratic Republic to attend a conference of party 
foreign relations commissions of the socialist countries on "human rights" to be 
convened in Berlin from March 26-27. The delegation was sent off at the airport here 
by Souban Salitthilat, vice-minister for foreign affairs, Dietrich Jarck, ambassador of 
the GDR to Laos, and Vu Tien, charge d'affaires A.I. of the Vietnamese Embassy to 
Laos. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0915 GMT 24 Mar 87 BK] 


EDUCATIONAL COOPERATION WITH GDR -- Vientiane, March 17 (KPL) -- A plan and protocol on 
educational cooperation were signed here on March 16 between the Ministry of Education 
of the Lao PDR and the Ministry of Higher, Technical and Professional Education of the 
GDR. According to the documents sig yr the period of 1986-90, the GDR side is to 
train ideological teachers for the | ers Training University. The documents also 
specified that the GDR will provide scholarships to Lao students to study pedagogy and 
languages in the GDR. GDR literary experts are to give lectures and exchange lessons 
in compiling Marxist-Leninist theoretical books. The Lao side will provide 
scholarships to GDR students to study the Lao language here. Signatories to the 
documents were Phiang Sisoulat, Lao deputy-minister of education, and Gunter Bernhardt, 
GDR deputy-minister of higher technical and professional education. Also present at 
the signing ceremony were Prof Bountiam Phitsamai, acting-minister of education, and 
the GDR Ambassador Jarck Dietrich. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0913 GMT 17 Mar 


87 BK] 
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COLUMNIST DISCUSSES CASE OF HMONG REFUGEES 


BK251147 Bangkok BANGKOK WORLD in English 25 Mar 87 p 6 
("Thongbai Thongpao Talks" colum] 


[Excerpt] The United States last week protested that Thailand had violated human 
rights by pushing back to Laos 97 Hmong hilltribesmen who had been found by Thai police 
to be illegal immigrants. 


Thailand's close ally, the U.S. claimed that the push-back was an infringement of human 
rights that could lead to the loss of Hmong lives at the hand of Lao authorities. The 
United Nations High Commission for Refugees spoke along the same lines. 


Thai authorities have rejected these accusations and maintained that they acted 
legally. Illegal immigrants.face arrest and trial in law courts. When the court rules 
that they are guilty (of illegally entering the country) they are repatriated to their 
motherland. 


The world has seen that Thailand has always provided shelter to refugees. As for 
illegal immigrants, if they are arrested at the border, they will be pushed back. 


Thais who help aliens to illegally enter the country also face legal action. 


I feel that the Government should exercise care and aim for what is appropriate when it 
forms practical guidelines or a policy on human rights. This is because human rights 
or their violation are of world-wide interest and scrutiny. 


Human rights organisations even monitor situations in socialist states, formerly known 
as countries behind the Iron Curtain. The incidents are investigated, confirmed facts 
disseminated and appeals launched. 


Thailand does not escape the eyes of national and international human rights 
organisations in incidents like the one cited above. 


Several weeks ago, I reported in this column that Amnesty International had appealed to 
the Thai Government not to turn over to Malaysia two Malaysian communist prisoners 
arrested by the Fourth Region Army for fear that they would surely face the death 
sentence. 


As a member of the committee for human rights and peace under the Education Ministry, I 
remember the United Nations Education, Science and Culture Organisation (UNESCO) asking 
us whether Thailand still had laws conducive to or practised any form of discrimination. 


We debated the issue at some length. Some people cited the case of hilltribesmen. 
Others disagreed, saying the National Executive Council [NEC] Order 337 issued by the 
Government of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikhachon had not been issued according to 
democratic practice but rather had an effect close to that in question. 


The committee meeting came up with no consensus and the consideration was deferred to a 
later date. 


Order 337 was issued on December 13, 1972 after the November 17, 1971 coup d'etat 
spearheaded by Field Marshal Thanom. 
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The order said those born in Thailand of alien parents -- who had illegally settled in 
the country, or whose parents had been allowed to stay temporarily or on special case 
bases -- were not loyal to Thailand even though they had been granted Thai nationality. 


Hence, on grounds of national security, they should not be allowed to hold or be 
granted Thai nationality. Accordingly, the NEC leader ordered the following: 


1. withdrawal of Thai nationality from those who were born in Thailand of either alien 
fathers or mothers who had no legal fathers and whose fathers or mothers at the time of 
birth were; 


a. allowed to stay in the Kingdom of Thailand on a special case basis or: 
b. were permitted to stay temporarily or: 
c. settled in the country without pert..ssion according to immigration laws. 


These conditions held unless the Interior Minister saw it appropriate to act otherwise 
in certain cases (that is unless the minister deemed it appropriate to grant Thai 
nationality. ) 


2. The people born after the order and fitting above categories would not be granted 
Thai nationality unless the Interior Minister deemed it fit to do so on a case-by-case 
basis. 


In practice, people of Vietnamese descent were most affected by this order even though 
their parents had settled in Thailand long before it came into effect and they 
themselves were born in this country. [passage omitted] 


PAPERS VIEW U.S. POSITION ON HMONG 


SIAM RAT on U.S. Stance 
BK251219 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 25 Mar 87 p 9 
[Article by Liam Muangkhwang: "U.S. Humanitarian Principles") 


[Text] The Thai once called the Hmong Meo, but the Thai act like foreigners so they 
call the Meo Hmong. Do not ask me why foreigners call Meo Hmong, but if you really 
want to know why, you will have to ask the National Security Council, because the 
history of the National Security Council is full of people who tailed after 
foreigners. The National Security Council changed the Meo to Hmong to follow the lead 
of foreigners. 


The Meo or Hmong are a large hilltribe whose members live in Laos, Thailand, Burma, and 
Vietnam. The Meo in Laos are specially linked to the Americans because they helped the 
Americans fight the communists in Laos. They fought beside the Americans in every 
battle on the Plaines de Jars, and many were killed or wounded in the process. But Meo 
leaders then, such as General Vang Pao, became very rich by rounding up Meo to help the 
Americans fight in Laos. Many Thai who helped the Americans fight in Laos also became 
rich. 


The Americans subsequently lost to the communists in Vietnam and Laos and had to 
withdraw, leaving the Meo to face their own fate, while they took Meo leaders like Gen 
Vang Pao and his family to settle in America. 
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Since then, the Americans have suffered a moral inferiority complex. Whenever they 
hear about the suffering of the Meo in Laos they become hysterical. People whose 
morals suffer from a complex do one thing but say another. When the Americans fought 
the communists, they did things with the Meo, tricking them into fighting on their 
side. But they were inconsiderate enough to desert the Meo when they had to flee from 
the communists in Laos. Because the Americans once did things with the Meo, they have 
to pay lip service to them by citing humanitarian principles so that every Meo who now 
remains in Laos will have refugee privileges. 


These American humanitarian principles are strange because they have no international 
character. Only the United States can choose to apply humanitarian principles whenever 
and wherever it feels it advantageous. But if humanitarian principles in the ordinary 
sense of the word do not serve U.S. interests, the Americans pretend to forget about 
them. 


As international terrorism spread recently, the Americans declared their intention to 
deal seriously with supporters of international terrorism, using even their air and 
naval forces to attack Libya, which they merely suspected of supporting terrorists who 
had killed Americans in Europe. They also called on their allies to resist the demands 
of international terrorist movements and deal aggressively with countries supporting 
such movements. 


It was later revealed, however, that the U.S. President had agreed to sell weapons to 
Iran in exchange for the release of U.S. hostages held by an Iranian-backed terrorist 
group in Lebanon. Moreover, the U.S. President used the funds gained from the sale of 
weapons to Iran to support the movement seeking to overthrow the Nicaraguan 
Government. As all of this was exposed, the U.S. President denied vehemently that he 
was involved -- it was the work of some White House staffers operating independently. 
But as earnest investigation appeared to implicate him, the U.S. President simply 
confessed and with a straight face promised not to do it again. 


This is the inconsistent style of U.S. humanitarian principles, which the Thai call the 
humanitarian principles of hypocrites. 


Returning to last week's story about the Meo, whom the Americans call Hmong, about 100 
Meo sneaked into Leoi Province, and investigations by Thai officials showed that they 
suffered nothing to justify political asylum and were simply illegal entrants. For 
this reason, 38 of them were repatriated to Laos, while the rest were detained for 
further questioning before being sent back. 


When the story reached the United States, the Americans became hysterical and charged 
that Thailand was not observing humanitarian principles and that the fate of the 
repatriated Meo was a cause for concern. 


The Americans regard the 38 Meo as a major issue, major enough for the U.S. ambassador 
to call on the Thai deputy foreign minister to ask for an explanation. The Americans 
reportedly did not believe the explanation, which is tantamount to accusing the Thai of 
lying. 


This is understandable because the Americans are now confused by truth and lies. Even 
the U.S. President lied to the whole world when he said that he was not involved in the 
sale of weapons to Iran and when he was caught lying, he simply confessed with a 
straight face. The Americans must now think that other people in the world lie just as 
well as their President. 
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Currently there are strange principles in international relations. Countries enjoying 
tranquillity have to observe humanitarian principles. They have to accept people 
fleeing from other countries ostensibly for political asylum. It is this humanitarian 
principle of political asylum that has caused problems in our world. Refugees are 
everywhere. Every side worships humanitarian principles, but the countries that have 
accepted refugees have had to shoulder the burden alone. 


Observance of humanitarie: principles without regard for the principle of sovereign 
power is tantamount to subjecting countries enjoying tranquillity to accept refugees 
without considering their own law and security. Should it be this way? 


The war in Indochina, especially in Laos, ended over a decade ago. The Meo whom the 
Americans deserted have continued to claim political asylum as their reason for fleeing 
to our country. Do the Americans know how reliable the Meo are and whether they will 
become a threat to Thailand's security? If they feel a pity for the Meo, why do they 
not ask Laos to permit them to relocate all the Meo in Laos in America. That would be 
a true observation of humanitarian principles. 


It is difficult to deal with people whose morals suffer a complex and who are 
hypocrites. Let us not worry about hysterical comments from these people. 


THAI RAT Editiorial 
BK251241 Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 25 Mar 87 p 3 
(Editorial: "The Refugee Problem") 


[Text] The secretary general to the prime minister has touched on U.S. questions over 
Thailand's forced repatriation of a group of Hmong to Laos. He said that the United 
States should understand the refugee problem before making allegations. These Hmong 
entered the country illegally and are not eligible for acceptance as Indochinese 
refugees. This view is correct given that Thailand is facing the problem of a refugee 
inf lux. 


First, Thailand is a frontline state. No country, even the United States, can deny 
that Thailand is shouldering a heavy burden from the Indochinese refugees, whether they 
are from Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, or from minorities within those countries. Some of 
them took a chance to come to this country for resettlement in third countries. It is 
undeniable that third countries have resettled only a small portion of the refugees and 
selected only those with high qualifications. 


A bitter fact, which the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees should take note 
of, is that hundreds of thousands of refugees remain in Thailand. They have to live in 
crowded conditions with the pipe dream of resettlement in third countries. 


This is the burden that Thailand has had to shoulder, including controlling and 
arranging places for them, and taking care of them. Although some countries and the 
United Nations have provided financial assistance, the problem for the host country is 
to avoid their permanent stay. 


Although on humanitarian grounds, Thailand considers it a duty of international 
cooperation to receive refugees in the event of war or if they are savaged by their own 
government. In man) -ases people have disguised themselves as refugees in hopes of 
making a living in a th* i country. Cracking down on such cases is an internal affair 
of Thailand, in which > other country should interfere. 


If the United States had seen the humanitarian issue clearly, it would have accepted 
these refugees to relieve Thailand of a burden it has borne since the Indochina war. 
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Third countries, including the United States, have taken only a portion of the 
refugees, selecting only those who will benefit them. This shows that third countries 
still hope to use these human resources to serve their interests. The refugee problem 
has been building up. As long as the main cause of the war in Indochina is not 
resolved, the problem of the refugee influx into Thailand in all its forms as well as 
the problem of foreign countries using the refugees for their own interests and 
politicians using them to gain popularity will continue to exist. 


MATICHON Views U.S. Protest 
BK251039 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 24 Mar 87 p 14 
["Report": "The Issue of the Hmong at Ban Winai and the U.S. Abuse"] 


[Text] Thailand has become a victim of accusations from abroad, particularly the 
United States — which is supposed to be its great ally -- over its handling of Hmong 
hilltribesmen from Laos who entered its territory illegally. It all began when some 
U.S. lawmakers made statements in Congress bout the lack of Thai cooperation during 
their visit to the refugee camp at Ban Winai and the hardship and even hunger in the 
camp. Next, U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz implied that a protest will be given 
to the Thai Government if Hmong refugees are repatriated. Then, the U.S. ambassador in 
Bangkok called on Deputy Foreign Min‘ster Praphat Limpraphan to protest and to inquire 
about Thailand's actual refugee policy. At the same time the U.S. State Department 
also charged that Thailand's action contradicted its previously stated policy on 
refugees and constituted a violation of the UN Charter on human rights. All of these 
protests came after Thailand had pushed 38 Hmong tribesmen back to the Lao side. It is 
regrettable that, deliberate or not, the United States has jumped to a conclusion 
without thoroughly considering the situation and actual events. 


For background, Hmong tribesmen in northern Laos once formed a strong army, led by 
General Vang Pao and supported by the United States, which fought the Vietnamese and 
Pathet Lao. After Laos fell under communist rule, many Hmong tribesmen and lowland Lao 
fled to Thailand. Some Hmong, including Van Pao, were selected for resettlement in the 
United States. Some 50,000 Laos, however, remain in Thailand, posing problems for this 
country and making it a target of allegations from its neighbors that its territory is 
a sanctuary for Lao rightist terrorist elements operating against Laos. At the same 
time, the United States has no serious intention of resettling the Lao refugees in its 
territory. 


Moreover, reports from Thai officials show that in the past month tens of thousands of 
Hmong tribespecple have sneaked into Thailand with the aid of undesirable Thai and 
Hmong elements. These Hmong brought with them narcotics, particularly marijuana, and 
thugs who robbed Thai as well as fellow refugees. The Hmong who were repatriated were 
among these unscrupulous elements and were those Thailand regarded as a clear threat to 
its security. Moreover, it has been established that the repatriated Hmong entered 
Thailand illegally and did not qualify as refugees acfording to UN standards. 
Currently there is neither fighting in Laos nor a threat to the Hmong's lives. There 
is no reason, therefore, for Thailand to accept these illegal entrants who could pose a 
future threat to its security. 


The Interior Ministry has stated clearly that there were no visits 'v U.S. officials to 
the Hmong refugees because there was not a single official request for such a visit and 
that the repatriated Hmong were not handed over to Lao soldiers as alleged by the 
United Nations or the United States. The repatriated Hmong were merely sent back to 
the opposite side of the Mekong River, and what happened after that was beyond the 
control of Thai officials because they have no power to interfere in the internal 
affairs of countries. They must only safeguard the security of their own country. 
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The impetuous, unconstructive U.S. accusation against Thailand does not make the 
Indochinese refugee problem any better, and it can only be viewed as the U.S. abusing 
Thailand, damaging the image that it has built through devoted implementation of UN 
human rights principles involving refugees and unavoidably creating disappointment and 
displeasure. 


The United States should realize that the era has ended when it could coerce Thailand 
to serve its interests as if it were a colony. Thailand's principled stands and its 
vote to censure the United States for its attack on Libya in the UN Security Council 
should serve as a reminder of this. Could the U.S. accusation spring from haunting 
memories of that vote? 


PROVINCIAL POLICE CHIEF ON ILLEGAL REFUGEES 
BK250828 Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 23 Mar 87 p 3 


{Text] Police Major General Phongthon Tantiwatthana, chief Provincial Police Zone 6, 
has told NAEO NA about the problem of Hmongs sneaking into Thailand illegally. He said 
that the change of administration in Laos had caused about 30,000 Hmongs to rush into 
Thailand as refugees. Since then, more Hmongs have continued to come to Thailand. 
However, Thailand does not accept them as refugees. 


Police Major General Phongthon disclosed that the number of Hmongs residing in Thailand 
is as high as 50,000 about 20,000 of them entered illegally. Because of difficulties 
in proving this, the Interior Ministry has therefore let them live temporarily at 
refugee camps pending investigation. 


“Especially in the past month, about 10,000 Hmongs entered the country illegally," the 
chief of the Provincial Police Zone 6 said. 


The police major general said that after entering Thailand, the Hmongs lived in refugee 
camps by building makeshift shelters like slums. They get assistance such as food and 
necessity goods for living from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
[UNHCR]. 


The chief of the Provincial Police Zone 6 went on to say that although those Hmongs 
have not created many problems for Thailand at present, it is something to be concerned 
about in the future because the UNHCR and private organizations have begun to cut aid 
for them. So, they might become criminals, especially in drug trafficking. A number 
of Hmongs like to make a living by smuggling drugs from Laos to Thailand. 


"Police authorities have cooperated with immigration police, marine police, and the 
Mekong River Operation Unit in finding ways to intercept those sneaking into the 
country in order to prevent the expansion of the Hmong population, especially during 
the summer season when the Mekong River is shallow, which will enable them to walk 
across the river," Police Major General Phongthon said. Police Colonel Banchon 
Satthatham, chief of the Loei Provincial Police, added that one solution to the Hmong 
problem is to push out those entering the country illegally. On 11 March at a Lao 
refugee camp in Ban Winai of Pakchom District of Loei Province, police authorities had 
discovered illegal immigrants and repatriated 38 of them. On 15 March authorities 
arrested another 97 Hmongs who were sneaking into Thailand, and pushed them back. 


"We are very strict in this period. If we find anyone sneaking into the country 
illegally, we will push them back immediately," the chief of the Loei Provincial Police 
said. 


Police Colonel Banchon said that the Hmong refugees have caused a number of crime 
problems, especially on issues relating to illicit drugs. 
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T 25 TI I DE TION 
BK251257 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 1200 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Excerpts] Official discussions between Thai and Lao delegations -- headed by Arun 
Phanuphong, foreign affairs advisor to the prime minister, and Lao Deputy Foreign 
Minister Souban Salitthilat respectively -- were held at the Foreign Ministry today. 


[passage omitted) 


The two delegations reviewed the situation and problems between the two countries 
occurring since their meeting in Vientiane in late 1986. They exchanged views in a 
good atmosphere and a straightforward manner on problems that remain, such as that of 
the three border villages. On that question, Thailand gave assurances that no Thai 
soldiers are currently in the three villages. The Lao suspicions on the issue are in 
their own minds and should be corrected. Several proposals have already been made to 
resolve the problems. The two delegations also exchanged information and views on such 
issues as the new Communist Party, narcotics, a settlement in Cambodia, and security 
issues. 


Tomorrow the two delegations will discuss measures to resolve existing problems in the 
interests of improved bilateral relations. 


Espionage Accused by Laos 
BK260135 Bangkok THE NATION in English 26 Mar 87 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Laos yesterday threatened to use "retaliatory measures" to counter what it 
claimed tc be espionage activities supported by Thailand in collusion with the United 
States to undermine its security. 


The charge, made by Deputy Laotian Foreign Minister Souban Salitthilat after the first 
day of the two-day talks with Thai authorities, cast an ominous cloud over attempts to 
improve the relations between the two neighbouring countries. 


Souban made the accusation to reporters at a press conferene almost right after his 
talks with Thai delegates, led by Dr Arun Phanuphong, adviser to the prime minister, at 
the Foreign Ministry. 


He said Thai-trained Laotian agents were sent to infiltrate Laos and conduct sabotage 
activities, including the bomb explosion in front of the Soviet Cultural Centre during 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze's visit to Vientiane recently. 


These espionage activities cast doubts on the sincerity of the Thai side in improving 
the Thai-Lao ties, he said. 


The Laotian minister, who arrived here Tuesday with a 12-man delegation, also accused 
the US of using Hmong hilltribe refugees to subvert the Laotian Government. 


"Wang Pao, who has US citizenship, has close connection with the Laotian refugees 
here. This shows that America is trying to destroy my country," he said. Wang Pao 
commanded the ClA-financed army of the Hmong hilltribesmen that fought communist forces 
between 1960s and 1970s. 
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Before the talks yesterday, Souban paid a 30-minute courtesy call on Foreign Minister 
Sitthi Sawetsila. Sitthi touched upon the overviews of the bilateral ties and recent 
developments along the Thai-Laotian border including increased trade activities and 
people contacts between the two neighbouring countries. 


Souban also conveyed a message from Foreign Minister Phoun Sipaseut to Sitthi. 


During the meeting with Arun, Souban raised the issue of three disputed villages of Ban 
Klang, Ban Mai and Ban Sawang opposite Utradit and said it is the fundamental problem 
which needs to be resolved before the real improvement of the two nations' relations 
can materialize. He urged Thailand to show "good faith" by withdrawing its troops and 
claims to the areas. Thailand said repeatedly that there were not Thai troops in the 
areas. 


Souban also signaled out the recent celebration of an 18th Century Thai heroine, Thao 
Suranai (Khunying Mo), who defeated Lao invaders, as a "serious insult of the pride of 
Laos and its people." 


He also threatened to organize an anti-Thai campaign against Thailand, using the Thai 
atrocities committed during its invasion of Laos in the 18th Century. 


Souban also made the following points: 


-- On the Thai-US War Reserve Stockpile: the arms and ammunition depots inside 
Thailand threatens security of neighbouring countries and can trigger arms race among 
countries in the region. 


-- On the eight-year Kampuchean problem: an international conference should be held to 
end the conflict. 


Souban's accusations drew quick response from the Thai Foreign Ministry. Sarot 
Chawanawirat, the ministry's spokesman, said that they were "groundless" and were 
isolated cases "without great substances." 


The talks between Thai and Laotian delegations yesterday covered mainly political 
issues which are factors obstructing improvement in the Thai-Laotian ties. They are the 
three villages and security aspect of the bilateral relations. 


Souban yesterday said Laotian authorities recently captured a Thai agent, whom he 
identified as maj kriangkrai Rattanrangsri. He said the 32-year-old "spy was attached 
to the Fifth Infantry Regiment but did not say what kind of activities he was engaged 
in. 


He also said a “Hmong spy" was also arrested inside Laos. He was one of the Laotian 
refugees from a refugee camp in Pakchom District of Loei in northeastern Thailand, he 


said. 


In countering Souban's charge about the alleged Thai-trained spies, spokesman Sarot 
said Thai authorities have also captured "many" Laotian spies in Thai territory, 
including those who mingled with refugees in the camp. 


Arun, who leads the Thai team to the two-day talks, told Souban Thailand has never 
"beat a drum" about such matters, Sarot said. 


The spokesman quoted Arun as telling Souban that the Thai Government has no policy to 
interfere with internal affairs or violate national sovereignties of any countries. 
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Arun also urged the Lao side to consider whether the espionage activities, as claimed 
by Souban, have been carried out by some private groups or the Thai Government. 


"While Laos still has no measure to control its 3.7 million population from crossing 
the border into Thailand, how can the Thai side control our more than 50 million 
citizens?" he quoted Arun as saying. 


He said Thailand has evidence that Laos has been lending support to "Phak Mai," the 
pro-Soviet faction of the Thai communist insurgents. "However, we never consider it a 
serious matter which could hurt our ties," said a spokesman. An intelligence source 
estimated that there are about 400 armed Phak Mai members. 


Sarot said the Thai authorities have documentary evidence that the Indochinese 
Communists want to take over 16 northeastern provinces of Thailand. 


The Thai side also accused the Loatian Authorities of exporting heroin, opium and 
marijuana. Sarot said Thailand has evidence and information that some Laotian state 
enterprises were involved in narcotics exports. 


Souban denied the allegations and said Vientiane does not support narcotics 
production. However, he admitted that some private groups in Laos might be involved in 
drug trafficking. 


The current visit of the Laotian delegation to Bangkok followed the earlier trip of a 
Thai team, led by Arun, to Vientiane in November last year. Both sides will today 
continue their talks at the Foreign Ministry. 


EDITORIAL ON SHEVARDNADZE SOUTH PACIFIC TOUR 
BK250145 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 25 Mar 87 p 4 
(Editorial: "Soviets Zero in on South Pacific"] 


[Text] Eduard Shevardnadze's first trip to Asia and the Pacific as Soviet Foreign 
Minister has been widely interpreted as the beginning of a major diplomatic offensive 
by the Russians, although little progress was made on the Kampuchea issue, supposedly 
one of the reasons for his swing through six countries in Southeast Asia and the 
Pacific. The visit came on the heels of the signing of the South Pacific forum 
nuclear-free zone protocols, and of a new headline-making proposal by Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev to eliminate medium-range nuclear missiles from Western Europe which 
would allow the USSR to retain 100 triple-warhead SS-20's in Soviet Asia. 


By and large, regional analysts agree that the recent Soviet signing of the South 
Pacific nuclear-free zone treaty and the US, French and British refusal to do so “at 
this time" amount to a major propaganda coup for the Kremlin. But many people have 
good reason to question the Kremlin's sincerity about honouring the Treaty. Australian 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke, for one, has expressed scepticism. The Russian penetration 
into the South Pacific via fishing and commercial treaties with the island nations 
clearly has Canberra worried. The Australians simply do not want to see their region 
becoming yet another breeding ground of tensions between East and West. 
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Prior to signing the treaty, Moscow attached several conditions to the protocols that 
would give it the right to "revise" its commitment at will if any other nation's 
actions were considered to be "inconsistent." Signatories agreed not to station, test, 
store or manufacture nuclear weapons in the South Pacific or to threaten any nation 
with their use. The questions of port calle by nuclear-powered or armed ships is left 
up to the sole discretion of each nation. However, Kremlin watchers believe that 
Soviet military hardliners will interpret any port calls by US ships as "inconsistent" 
with the treaty and grounds for dishonouring the Soviet commitment. 


With or without the treaty, however, there have been many incidents which show that the 
Russians have a tendency not to take anything too seriously. Before the visit of Mr 
Shevardnadze, the Soviet Minister Counsellor in Canberra denied that Cam Ranh Bay is a 
Soviet military base. "There has never been such a base and never will it be 
established there," he said. The Vietnamese Embassy in the Australian capital also 
added that there are "definitely no Soviet bases in Vietnam and no Soviet troops or 
aircraft stationed in the country." Of course the definitions of a "base" may vary 
from one country to the next, but early in March Thai workers at Union Oil's gas 
platform in the Gulf of Thailand sighted a Bear aircraft making a reconnaissance pass. 
And the sightings have been frequent. Are we now supposed to assume that these Bear 
aircraft flew all the way from Vladivostok and not from somewhere nearby? 


In any event, the nuclear-free zone has at last partially come into being by virtue of 
the Soviet signing of the proposals. But what about the other regions such as the Far 
East or Southeast Asia. Three years ago the Russians issued a warning to Japanese 
Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone after he said that the Soviet SS-20 missile deployment 
in the Far East would force Japan to consider beefing up its defences. Such a 
decision, warned the Russians, would make Japan "a likely target for a retaliatory 
strike that would spell a national disaster more serious than the one that befell it 37 
years ago." Meanwhile, from Cam Ranh Bay, simulated attacks against the Philippines 
are reportedly carried out regularly and officials in Manila say that Soviet aircraft 
have violated Philippine airspace "hundr:ds of times." 


ATHIT BANNED FROM SPEAKING AT ARMY AUDITORIUM 


BK230344 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 23 Mar 87 p 1 


{Text} Former Supreme Commander General Athit Kamlang-ek was forced to move the venue 
for a speech he made yesterday on politics from the Army auditorium to the Bangkok 
Palace Hotel after the organisers were abruptly told by Army sentries that the 
auditorium was closed to all functions. 


The event, including a speech by Gen Athit on "The National Situation," was organised 
by the Psychological Club for National Security which is assocuated with the Internal 
Security Operations Command. 


After his speech, Gen Athit complained to reporters that he could not understand why 
the Government should be afraid of him because he had never made speeches attacking the 
Government or which were damaging t» anyone. He then insisted that as a Thai citizen 
he had the right of freedom of speech. 


The former army commander-in-chief said he had expected the programme at the Army 
auditorium would be cancelled. "Indeed, it was," he said, adding that he learned about 
the closure of the auditorium on Saturday afternoon. 


The organisers then had to shift the venue to the Bangkok Palace Hotel. 


IV. 26 Mar 87 J 11 THAI LAND 


"I don't know how to behave myself," he lamented and said he had always tried to keep 
to himself without bothering anybody "yet somehow I was bothered." 


The general admitted he had met twice with former prime minister M.R. Khukrit Pramot, 
but insisted the meetings were personal and had nothing to do with politics. 


His meeting with Maj-Gen Praman Adireksan, former leader of the Chat Thai Party, was 
also non-political, he said. 


Army Spokesman Denies Ban 
BK240142 Bangkok THE NATION in English 24 Mar 87 p 1 


(Text) The Army yesterday denied that it had banned a speaking programme by former 
supreme commander Gen Athit Kamlan-ek at the Army Club on Sunday. 


Army Spokesman Maj Gen Naruedon Detpradiyut told reporters that Army Commander-in-Chief 
Gen Chawalit Youngchaiyut issued on order last May instructing the general affairs and 
logistics officials to support the former supreme commander's activities. 


The order was issued immediately after Gen Chawalit took over the office from Gen Athit. 


Gen Athit on Sunday told reporters he was forced to move the venue for a speech on 
politics from the Army Club to the Bangkok Palace Hotel. He complained with reporters 
that he did not know "how to behave" under such circumstances. 


“Following the report that the Army banned the programme, the Royal Thai Army officials 
ordered people responsible to check out the facts," the spokesman said. 


He said the programme was banned probably because the organizers failed to follow the 
official procedure in using the club. "Reservation and deposit for the use of the club 
must be made in advance," he said. 


“To my knowledge, there were two vacant rooms at the Army Club on Sunday," he said. 


Gen Athit was invited by the so-called "Club of Security Experts" to deliver a speech 
on “Politics in My Perspectives." 


Arny club manager Col Itthiphon Ritsa-nga said the report about the ban stemmed from a 
"misunderstanding." 


"I have looked into the matter and found that no reservation was made for the day," he 
said. 


He added that it was learned only that an Army captain had earlier suggested to a 
waiter that members of the Club of Security Experts would lunch there on Sunday during 
which Gen Athit would deliver a speech. 


Gen Chawalit [as published] has been complaining that there are attempts to obstruct 
his public engagements. He said his appearance on the army-run TV Channel 5 was also 


consored. 
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DAILY VI ARMY UMENT CHAWALIT REMARKS 
BK230352 Bangkok THE NATION in English 23 Mar 87 p 4 
(By "The Political Desk") 


[Text] Somehow, the Army has concluded that the confusion surrounding the proposed 
"revolution" expounded by Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut has been 
cleared up and that most people now understand the correction meaning of the term 
patiwat [revolution] and has publicly expressed support for the move. 


Or that is what a new document published by the Army entitled "Politics in the 
Military's Eyes" claims. The "white paper" on this controversy was distributed to 
reporters over the weekend when Gen Chawalit visited the Thai-Khmer border. The major 
part of the publication was the compilation of newspaper articles commenting on the 
issues, both for and against the concept since the army chief kicked up a storm with 
his proposal that the country should be "revolutionalized." 


In its preamble, the document admits that soon after the army chief made _ that 
statement, he created a wide-ranging conflict of opinion on the issue in various 
institutions. 


"But with the passage of the time, and with additional clarifications on the army 
chief's views on the matter, various groups of people began to express their views in a 
more open manner. All in all, the majority of the people now understand the concept 
within the proper framework and have come out to support it openly," the White Paper 
claims. 


It says that most of the people who have publicly advocated the concept constitute the 
majority of the people and represent those who have been severely affected by the 
democratic system. That is why it is important that all parties concerned should 
examine the issue seriously to find solutions to our political problems and system of 
government which could be more responsive to the needs of the majority of the people so 
that peace and prosperity will prevail in this country. 


The document concludes: It is evident that the army commander-in-chief has adopted a 
clear policy to support a democratic system under the monarchy for the sake of peace 
and prosperity of the majority of the people. 


"He (Gen Chawalit) doesn't habour any other kind of intention beyond this," the Army's 
document stresses. 


The release of the "white paper" represents another interesting twist to the issue 
which has in fact raised more questions than offered answers to the already confusing 
political state of affairs. The document insists that the army chief has been clear 
from the very beginning as to what he meant by "patiwat" although some critics have 
pointed out that he might have slipped here and there in his otherwise very simple and 
perhaps understandable attempt to warn politicians to get their act together instead of 
engaging in internal bickering. 


The new Army document emphasizes that the army chief thinks much further ahead and has 
developed his own political philosophy over which he is ready to debate with detractors 
and others with divergent views. 


But the “white paper" released on Saturday blamed part of the criticism against the 
general's stand on this issue on the lack of information, facts and a "complete 
understanding" of what the army commander-in-chief in fact was talking about. 
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The army chief was trying to stress, according to the document, ways «ad means to 
improve on the current democratic system so that it would serve the people better. It 
goes on to clarify the issue in three parts: 


The policy: On this the document explains that there are two schools of thought -- one 
on form and structure that comprise the constitution, parliament and elections as well 
as the social structure that is conducive to the democratic system. This line of 
thinking, the document adds, believes that once these features are in place, the 
country whould have a democratic system. 


The other school of thought concentrates on the "objectives" of the democratic system, 
with the most crucial question being: What do the powers-that-be use the powers for -- 
the majority of the people or only a handful of people. 


"The army chief has advocated the combination of the two schools of thought trying to 
use both form and objectives. He determines the degree of democracy throughout the 
policy set forth in the contents of the constitution because after all the policy 
determines the objectives to start with. For example, if the constitution is 
democratic in nature, it would have to make sure that the clauses offer the real 
sovereignty to the people with a proper system of checks and balances in practice. In 
other words, the army chief continues to believe that the constitution should set forth 
the right policy. He has not advocated stipulating any other policies over and above 
the constitution," the document explains. 


Implementation: The document continues to emphasize that the practical implementation 
of the clauses in the constitution is "most important" and that the lack of action 
would render the policy meaningless anyway. 


Democrecy in Thai style may have developed up to a point but it is still difficult to 
offer a clear-cut definition of this term in any tangible way. The "white paper" says 
some people have ventured the theory that since Thai democracy is only about 50 years 
old, it would require more time to develop. Therefore some of the unsavoury features 
that are apparent including politicians’ selfish activities, vote buying and bickering 
in Parliament must be considered a common phenomenon at this stage, especially in a 
situaton where a coalition government is still a fact of the political life. This line 
of thinking proposes that such development trend must be allowed to mature naturally 
and no amount of forcing it into a certain form would work. 


Recalling Gen Chawalit's proposed "patiwat" concept, the white paper says it was one 
concept suggested as a way out of the current dilemma of the country's political 
developments. But it has generated a wide range of critical remarks some of which, 
claims the document, were misguided, based on a wrong interpretation of the general's 
real intention. 


Some of the “wrong interpretations" took the general's view to suggest that a group of 
people should seize power for its own benefit while others charged that the army chiefs 
statement was meat to intimidate the political institution. Still other people 
suggested that "patiwat" will destroy the country's political development and some 
observers argued that the concept could never solve the problems related to the 
nation's political structure or policy or implementation. 


On the positive side, however, a number of people have come out to support the 
“patiwat" idea saying that it is a concept whose time has come if the country's 
political problems were to be solved. Still others have proposed that they would 
support such a “patiwat" move only if it was carried out in a peace‘ul way. 
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The "white paper" claims that the critics had had it wrong out of the misunderstanding 
over the actual meaning of “patiwat" advanced by Gen Chawalit. "If they had understood 
it right from the start, there would have been no confusion at all and the debate would 
not have béen so confusing. 


In more ways than one, if the critics had got it right from the outset, they would have 
been able to avoid the confusion that stemmed from raising the spectre of a coup in the 
wake of the general's mention of "patiwat," the document says. 


It quotes Gen Chawait as trying to make himself clear on this statement on March 3 when 
he declared: 


"We must be clear about the word 'patiwat.' It's a good thing. It represents a change 
for the better. We must reach a common understanding on this. What I mean by 
"patiwat' is to change things that need to be changed -- for the better. It is not 
through using force or resorting to improper means to change things as was the case in 
the past. ‘Patiwat' must concern the right approach for the right purposes. 
Therefore, one cannot create 'patiwat' which must happen naturally when the majority of 
the people decide what kind of changes they want and at what level. What has happened 
so far indicates that some groups of people want it while others may not. It's a 
question of divergent concepts..." 


The white paper then proceeds to explain that "“patiwat'"' is a constructive and not a 
destructive concept -- something along the line of the "industrial revolution" in the 
seventeenth century. 


"The only problem is that in our country we have confused the term patiwat with 
ratthaprahan (coup) thereby raising a lot of confusion on the issue. 


But then, the white paper takes a conciliatory stand on this by asserting that such 
misunderstanding is tolerable and that all shades of opinion on the issue should be 
heard and examined for the sake of political development in the country. 


The unmistakeable theme of the whole document however was that despite all the fuss 
about Gen Chawalit's call for "“patiwat,"' what has transpired is clear -- that the 
majority of the poor and underprivileged of this country have come out in support of 
the army chief's concept. Whether the critics would accept such a claim or not, of 


course, remains a moot point. 


To a certain extent, however, the Army's document indicates that there is a need to 
clarify the army commander-in-chief's stand on the issue and that despite criticism 
from certain quarters, the army chief remains convinced that the uproar he had kicked 
off was worth the subsequent avalanche of comments anyway. 


The message is clear from this "white paper" -- the military establishment will reserve 
the right to maintain a political role in this country and the armed forces leaders' 
concepts of the "means and ends" in the country's political structure cannot be taken 


lightly. 


PAPER CITES ARMY AS SOURCE OF SEIZED AMMUNITION 


BK200135 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 20 Mar 87 p 2 


[Text] Ammunition seized by Highway Police in Nakhon Sawan last Saturday could have 
originated from the Third Army's arsenal in Phitsanulok because a batch of assorted 
ammunition was reported missing from that arms depot several months ago, prompting an 
official investigation, a military source disclosed yesterday. 
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The source said that following the disappearance of the ammunition, the army 
investigating committee was set up and .*veral high-ranking officers responsible for 
the arsenal were transferred from the Third Army Region earlier this month. 


The final outcome of the investigation is not yet known. Officials contacted could not 
confirm the conjecture that the ammunition was stolen from this particular arsenal. 


Army spokesman Maj-Gen Naruedon Detpradiyut on Tuesday admitted that of the ammunition 
seized on Saturday 155 rounds of 60mm mortar shells were made in Thailand by a 
Thai-Singaporean joint venture and that 8,500 mortar rounds of the same batch were 
distributed to police and military units. 


LOCAL PRESS ACCUSED OF 'PREJUDICE' BY MILITARY 


BK190332 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 19 Mar 87 p 5 


[Text] A senior Army officer yesterday accused the local Press of prejudice against 
the military and of manipulation of facts in such a way that could discredit the 
military. 


Lt-Gen Wichit Bunyawat, director of the Supreme Command's Information Office, reminded 
newsmen of the important role of the military since ancient times. 


"It is generally accepted that the military is a principal institution which has always 
been bound to the country since the old days. The military's major task from the past 
until today is to defend the national sovereignty, to safeguard the Nation, the 
Religion and the Monarchy as well as to protect national interests," said the general. 


"As long as the military institution is strong with members of the armed forces united 
and having faith in their superiors, the enemies will in no way be able to create 
disunity. The opposite side is also aware of this strong point and has been attempting 
to drive a wedge, to create misunderstanding among the people towards the military." 


Lt-Gen Wichit said the military recognised freedom of expression under democratic 
system, but pointed out: "A soldier is an ordinary Thai citizen. But he may think 
differently from other people. If the press does its duty sincerely by presenting 
straight news without distortion, then the "Press does its duty properly." 


But he charged that some members of the Press did not do their duty properly and, for 
the sake of commercialisation, distorted news in such a way that could discredit the 
military. 


Lt-Gen Wichit said the ancient Thai capital of Ayutthaya was lost to invading Burmese 
forces twice not because of its defenders' cowardice but because of their disunity. 


He pleaded with the press to take into consideration national interests in their 
coverage and presentation of news. 


"Though a news item is a news item, presentation of any news which could be 
disadvantageous to the country should be done with great care," he said. 
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STATE COUNCIL HOLDS REGULAR SESSION 25 MARCH 


BK251455 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 25 Mar 87 


{Text} On 25 March, the Council of State held its regular session under the direction 
of Chairman Truong Chinh. Attending the session was Chairman of the Nationalities 
Council Hcang Truong Minh. 


1. The Council of State gave its views concerning the report on the organization and 
operation of the people's councils at various levels since 1984 and the draft statutes 
on the organizations and operation of people's councils at various levels. 


2. The Council of State decided to appoint a number of procurators of the Supreme 
People's Organ of Control; justices of the Supreme People's Court, the High-Level 
Military Court, military courts of military regions, and military courts of sectors; 
and military jurors of the High-Level Military Court. 


3. The Council of State decided on some issues concerning the adjudication work of the 
Supreme People's Court. 


ARMY PAPER INTERVIEWS ELECTORAL COUNCIL SECRETARY 


BK251351 Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 19 Mar 87, p 3 


[Text] QUAN DOI NHAN DAN's correspondent has interviewed the Central Electoral Council 
general secretary, Nguyen Viet Dung, about the coming eighth National Assembly 
election. Following are the questions and answers in the interview to enable readers 
to understand the election more clearly. 


[Correspondent] What are the plans, guidelines, and measures adopted by the eighth 
National Assembly election council to carry out the Political Bureau directive: "The 
National Assembly election must be truly democratic and not coercive. The views of the 
people and laboring collectives must be listened to in recommending candidates for the 
election. The voters' right to freely select their delegates must be warranted"? 


(Nguyen Viet Dung] To ensure that the National Assembly election is truly democratic 
and in accordance with the law and the spirit of directive “No 03-NQ TW of the CPV 
Central Committee, the Council of State and the VFF Central Committee have provided 
guidance for localities to renovate their concept and procedure in these elections. 
Especially to implement the following points correctly: 


1. In selecting candidates, they must truly rely on the grass-roots level installation 
and laboring collectives and must trust the people's political awareness. Any attempt 
to impose or to be coercive and dictatorial is absolutely forbidden. 


2. There will be an increase of the electoral units in the eighth National Assembly 
election over the seventh National Assembly election. There will be 167 units 
countrywide as compared to 74 units in the seventh National Assembly election. This 
includes 31 units with 2 deputies each, 11 units with 3 deputies each, and 26 units 
with 4 deputies each. 
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These regulations create favorable conditions for voters to meet and understand 
candidates better. They can know the candidates’ plans, action programs, abilities, 
and level of knowledge so that they can have some ground on which to freely select the 
persons whom they trust. The candidates will also have favorable conditions to seek 
and understand the minds and aspirations of voters. 


The number of candidates in an electoral unit must be higher than the authorized number 
of deputies to give voters freedom of selection. The real situation in localities must 
be taken into consideration to decide on the number of candidates for the election. 
Efforts should be made to have two or three candidates in electoral units with three 
deputies. 


The Central Electoral Council has decided to send control teams out to inspect the 
preparations and organization of elections in localities. 


[Correspondent] How should the introduction of candidates by the VFF be coordinated 
with the recommendations of various agencies, mass organizations, sectors, and other 
circles to ensure a correct reflection of the people's views? 


[Nguyen Viet Dung] To reflect the people's views correctly in recommending candidates 
for the election, the VFF committees at all levels must listen to the views of the 
people and laboring collectives in the candidates' residential and work areas while 
consulting various political parties and mass organizations to introduce a list of 
candidates. 


If the views of the voters in the candidates’ residential and work areas differ from 
those of the VFF committee, voters' petitions must be scrupulously considered and, if 
necessary, the candidates in question must be promptly replaced. 


[Correspondent] The National Assembly is the highest agency of state power and a 
legislative agency to supervise the executive body. What should be the deputies' 
ability and level of knowledge besides their ethics and qualities? 


[Nguyen Viet Dung] To fulfull their duties, National Assembly deputies must -- besides 
the ethical and quality criteria -- have a renovative spirit, closely watch the real 
situation, understand the minds and aspirations of the people, boldy present the views 
and aspirations of the people, and honestly struggle to protect the people's interests 
and oppose all wrongful and negative attitudes. 


The eighth National Assembly must include delegates from all strata of the people; all 
sectors; and typical representatives of all fields of production, work, combat, state 
and economic management, culture, technology, and so on. The National Assembly 
deputies must be those who can file petitions to intensify the National Assembly's 
legislative and supervisory work and to implement the laboring people's right to 
mastery through the state, thus contributing to the implementation of the sixth party 
congress resolution. The National Assembly deputies who work in grass-roots level 
units and who belong to ethnic minority groups must listen to and faithfully reflect 
the views and aspirations of the people in their units, thus helping the National 
Assembly know the real situation clearly and adopt correct resolutions. 
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On the occasion of the eighth National Assembly election, I recommend that our press 
step up propaganda for the election, making our people well aware of the significance 
of the election in building and consolidating the administration so that they can 
understand clearly and implement the renovation program and realize well the procedures 
in this election. They will, therefore, actively participate in the election, making 
the eighth National Assembly election truly democratic, successful, and in accordance 
with the law. 


CHECKPOINTS REMOVED; VIOLATIONS, SMUGGLING UP 


BK250509 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 24 Mar 87 


([Text] According to Voice of Vietnam reporters, as a result of the implementation of 
the decision issued by the chairman of the Council of Ministers, to date, all the 46 
intersector checkpoints on various interprovincial communications lines have _ been 
removed, thereby creating favorable conditions for the circulation of goods between 
localities. 


However, responsible comrades at the Highway Traffic Police Department of the Ministry 
of Interior have disclosed that an increasing number of motor vehicles have violated 
traffic regulations over the past few days, with the most prevalent offense being the 
use of trucks to carry passengers who sometimes hitch a ride on trailers. Buses were 
overloaded or transported unauthorized goods. including smelly and dirty ones, together 
with passengers, while overweight merchandise was stacked willy-nilly on the roof and 
other passengers were allowed to hang on the vehicles in an extremely dangerous manner. 


Last week, the number of traffic accidents increased sharply. In Hanoi alone there 
were 11 accidents and 8 deaths more than the previous week. In Hai Hung, Haiphong, and 
many other localities, a similar situation prevailed. It is worth noting that many 
professional traders have taken advantage of the removal of checkpoints to circulate 
prohibited merchandise or merchandise of which the production is not encouraged by the 
state. On the Bac Ninh-Hanoi bus route, all vehicles carried faked liquors and 
cigarettes to Hanoi. Some buses were estimated to have transported several hundreds of 
kilograms of liquor. 


The Ministry of Interior is paying attention to reinforcing the Highway Traffic Policy 
from the center to various localities and providing them with more facilities, thereby 
creating favorable conditions for this force to intensify their patrols and severely 
deal with offending vehicles. At the same time, the ministry will closely coordinate 
with other sectors concerned to satisfactorily resolve problems arising in the process 
of implementing the correct decision of the chairman of the Council of Ministers. 


HO CHI MINH CITY COOPERATIVIZATION REPORTED 


BK251127 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 17 Mar 87, pp l, 4 


[Text] There are more than 100,000 hectares of arable land in the suburban area of Ho 
Chi Minh City. This area has annually yielded around 250,000 metric tons of grain, 
250,000 metric tons of fruits and vegetables, and 200,000 hogs for the city. If all 
its strengths are satisfactorily exploited, especially those of production relations, 
agricultural production will not stop at this level. In May 1985, the city announced 
that it had basically completed agricultural cooperativization, rallying 83 percent of 
the local peasants and 83.4 percent of the total land under cultivation into 789 
production solidarity teams and 129 agricultural production cooperatives. 
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After 2 years, the city has reevaluated its agricultural cooperativization movement 
with a spirit of looking squarely at the truth. What is the truth? Hoc Mon District 
has affirmed that only 80 percent of its peasants and land area are in collectivized 
production rather than 97 percent of the peasants and 93 percent of the land as 
announced previously. The city party committee's rural area subcommittee has made this 
observation: Currently, the existence of around 40 percent of the production 
collectives and agricultural cooperatives is only nominal. 


Why does this situation exist? Through criticism and self-criticism from the 
grass-roots level, congresses of cooperative members and production collective members, 
the reelection of a number of managerial boards, and investigations to determine and 
legally deal with negative cases in the suburban area, it has been found that this 
situation has been caused by undue hast in setting up these organizations, 
unsatisfactory efforts to motivate the peasants, and careless preparations for 
collectivized production. From 1976 to 1983, even after many motivation drives, the 
entire city was only able to organize 45-50 percent of its total peasant population aud 
land area into collectivized production. Despite this fact, in 1984 the city declared 
that it had basically completed its agricultural cooperativization. In Hoc Mon, after 
only 6 months, the percentage of cooperativization has been increased from 45 to 93 
percent of the total peasant population and land area. In Cu Chi District, where 7 of 
its 15 villages had been reported not cooperativized, after only 2 months of motivation 
efforts, all seven villages have declared themselves to be basically completing 
agricultural cooperativization. Other districts have also _ reevaluated’ their 
agricultural cooperativization movement. With such a pace of development, production 
collectives and cooperatives are generally weak and their existence is, for the most 
part, merely nominal. Their production has increased slowly and their debts to the 
state have been substantial. Organizations have abused the name of the state to engage 
in trade, thereby creating many negative phenomena in the rural areas. 


To obtain enough cadres for the agricultural cooperativation movement, over the past 10 
years or so, the city has trained 40,000 cadres in various specialties. This number 
is, however, still considered inadequate because of the lack of an appropriate 
personnel policy. Training programs are outmoded, so they are unable to meet the 
demand for renovating production and economic management. Many people, after 
completing their training, have returned to their parent establishments still unfit for 
their jobs. 


To overcome this situation, the city advocates consolidating and improving the quality 
of agricultural cooperatives and production collectives in the period ahead. 


First, it is necessary to survey, reevaluate, and reclassify production collectives and 
agricultural cooperatives to get all land truly collectivized and all manpower 
organized, managed and employed according to the plans of the collective and to ensure 
the principles of distribution according to labor, planned production, and business. 
Without this, a cooperative or a production collective is not worthy of the name. The 
city held that production solidarity teams are a form of organization during the 
transitional period. As this form has many positive aspects, it may continue to exist 
for a long time. Cooperatives and production collectives that fail to meet this 
standard must be called production solidarity teams and operate according to their 
functions. 


Second, agricultural cooperatives or production collectives must correctly evaluate 
their strengths and weaknesses to surmount and further improve their level of 
socializing their essential means of production, increase the material means of 
collective production, use various sources of funds effectively, and organize 
production according to the agricultural-industrial-trade-credit format. 
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To satisfactorily consolidate and improve the agricultural cooperativization movement 
qualitatively, the city advocates that land be collectivized, classified, and assigned 
to laborers according to norms. As for machinery and draft cattle, we should only 
control their utilization. Where the collective has truly effective managerial 
capability, charges for their use should be arranged democratically with cooperative 
members. Positive efforts must be made to improve and broaden the forms of issuing 
contracts for products down to labor groups and individual laborers and of 
supplementing and perfecting product contracts for vegetable planting, animal 
husbandry, and a number of branches and trades in collectivized production; to build 
material-technical bases in the direction of giving priority to people engaging 
directly in those production and production support activities that promise quick 
recovery of capital investment; to achieve joint ventures and economic integration; and 
to boost the production of export goods. Regarding cadre training, it is necessary to 
satisfactorily carry out planning and adopt appropriate policies and actively improve 
the substance of training programs and plans in such a way as to suit the new 
situation. Efforts must be made to ensure that by the end of 1987 all cooperatives 
have party chapters and a number of them have their own party committees while each 
cooperative or production collective has a party cell or nucleus team. All party 
organizations must fulfill their task of providing leadership for the socioeconomic 
development activities of various collectivized production organizations. 


NHAN DAN EDITORIAL VIEWS ARMY--PEOPLE UNITY 
BK201604 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 19 Mar 87 


{20 March NHAN DAN Editorial: The Army and People Share the Same Will To Build and 
Defend the Fatherland") 


[Text] Achieving army-people unity and army-people singlemindedness is one of the 
basic principles for building the revolutionary armed forces. This stems from the 
nature of our army -- a people's army -- which is clearly demonstrated in the fact that 
the army and people are of the same will and same actions and are aware of their 
responsibility toward the cause of national construction and defense. 


No matter where they are stationed and what duties they are performing, they have 
always sought opportunities to stay close to the compatriots to propagate and 
disseminate party and state policies and lines among the people, thereby contributing 
to achieving high political and spiritual singlemindedness and enabling them to join 
hands in implementing successfully all the tasks laid down by the party. 


During the past wars of resistance, regardless of what battlefields they were operating 
on, military units cooperated with the local administrations and mass organizations 
concerned in motivating the people to participate in the movement to join the army to 
kill the enemy, to set an example by working productively, to care for disabled 
soldiers and troops' families, and to assist the frontline in defeating the invading 


enemy. 


In return for the great sacrifices made by combatants, our people spared no human and 
financial efforts to readily provide assistance to troops in all circumstances with a 
profound sense of love and responsibility. There were countless pictures and shining 
examples of the people loving and providing assistance to troops as they did to their 
own children. Many mothers and sisters also invented numerous ways by which they 
supported troops and cared for disabled soldiers and the families of fallen heroes. 
This valuable tradition is being practically developed and has become an integrated 
strength of our army and people in combat and productive labor of cadres and combatants 
and in their unit building as well as the strengthening of their qualities. 
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Over the years, many provinces and cities have cooperated with military units stationed 
in the localities concerned in promoting army-people unity and in launching 
"face-toward-the-frontline"” movements for revolutionary action aimed at contributing to 
caring for the welfare of troops and creating conditions for them to fulfill their 
duties. 


In many villages, hamlets, and wards, local grass-roots party chapters and party 
organizations have directed and guided various mass organizations and sectors in 
organizing cooperation under various forms with those military units participating in 
productive labor and maintaining security and order in the localities concerned. 


Military units in various military regions have cooperated with local party 
Organizations and administrations in jointly building many comprehensively steadfast 
border defense lines, in building the array of people's war and the all-people national 
defense, and in promoting economic and cultural development in areas inhabited by 
ethnic minority people. 


In the lst, 2d, and 9th Military Regions, many units have also participated in 
agricultural production as well as afforestation and forest protection, thereby helping 
the localities combine economic construction with national defense and vice versa. 


Each military exploit in the fight to firmly defend the frontier as well as each 
achievement in economic development is endowed with the power of promoting army-people 
unity and army-people singlemindedness. 


The Sixth CPV Congress pointed out: Developing the strength of the system of 
dictatorship by the proletariat as well as the strength of the entire party, people, 
and army, achieving a close link among economic construction, national defense, and 
security maintenance, stepping up the causes of building an all-people national defense 
and building the rear areas in the country in a comprehensive manner, and trying to 
implement the resolution of the Sixth CPV Congress on the need to revamp the country's 
national defense and security capabilities are ways to firmly maintain and develop the 
fine tradition of army-people unity and army-people singlemindedness. 


First of all, party organizations and unit commanders at all levels must have a correct 
and adequate perception of the close unity between our army and people which is built 
on the basis of implementing party policies and lines and the highest goal of which is 
to successfully perform all political and military tasks. 


Political and ideological indoctrination at various units must be linked with the 
instilling of a sense of organization and discipline, especially the spirit of 
self-imposed discipline about the army-people relationship -- one of the most important 
demands for ensuring army-people unity. The maintenance of stringent military 
discipline in relations with the people is a must for protecting the army's prestige. 


To win the people's trust, love, and wholehearted support, our army must correctly 
observe Uncle Ho's advice: "Troops must strive to work in such a way that the people 
will long to see them when they have not yet arrived, will help them when they have 
already arrived, and will miss them when they have to move to other areas." To achieve 
this aim, troops must help and love the people. Each soldier must act like a 
propaganda cadre while performing his duties. 
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In the current situation, especially in various provinces along the border, in the 
central highlands, and in the mountain and midland regions, the true nature of 
army-people relationship there is having something to do with the problem of national 
unity. The enemy has usually exploited our shortcomings and negligences§ in 
implementing party policies on promoting unity among ethnic minority groups to sabotage 
us in various fields. In any area where the army and people are in close attachment, 
and where troops provide protection to the people, join with the people in stepping up 
production, help the people in all respects and win the people's confidence, the 
strength of national unity and the combat effectiveness will be enhanced and all the 
enemy's divisive and sabotage schemes will be frustrated. 


Regardless of how difficult the situation may be, party committee echelons and unit 
commanders at all levels must take good care of this vital relationship. They must 
constantly improve the level of political awareness and sense of respect for and 
obedience to the leadership's orders, satisfactorily comply with all military rules and 
regulations, and constantly develop the tradition of army-people unity. They must 
improve knowledge among cadres and men about the state policies and laws, about social 
discipline, and the people's collective mastery. 


Grass-roots party organizations at various units must regard the building of the 
relations of army-people unity as one of their permanent jobs and as a subject for 
discussion at various party chapters. 


Taking care of the building of the armed forces and ensuring party-people unity are 
political duties of all local party committee echelons and administrations. Any 
locality or grass-roots organization is also required to satisfactorily promote 
army-people unity and army-people singlemindedness. Especially, party organizations 
must strive to make everyone throroughly aware of the concepts of people's war and 
all-people national defense so they can satisfactorily comply with the army's rear 
policy and the law on military service and can develop their vanguard and exemplary 
role as party cadres and members in the task of building a comprehensively steadfast 


army. 


It is necessary to organize more satisfactorily the movement to establish sworn 
brotherhood between localities and army units and combine economic construction with 
national defense and vice versa right from the grass-roots level. 


Building a close relationship between the army and people amounts to multiplying the 
combat effectiveness of our people's armed forces. 


NHAN DAN EDITORIAL ON EFFECTIVE USE OF CAPITAL 


BK241345 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 23 Mar 87 


[24 March NHAN DAN editorial: "Make Effective Use of Capital Investment for New 
Economic Zones"] 


[Text] The pace of mobilization and redistribution of population within each district 
or province as well as throughout the country depends to a large extent on capital 
investment. At present, because of the limited capital provided by the central budget, 
many localities and grass-roots units have begun to bring into play the aggregate 
strength of several sectors and to do a good job of motivating the masses to exploit, 
manage, and utilize the existing sources of capital for the construction of projects in 
service of production and life. 
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An early determination of the sites of population centers and of production guidelines 
has enabled many new economic sites of Da Hoai and Duc Trong Districts in Lam Dong 
Province; Dac Min, Krong Pac, and Mo Drac Districts in Dac Lac Province; and A Dun Pa, 
Sa Thay, and Chu Pa Districts in Gia Lai-Kon Tum Province to clearly set the priority 
of their construction work and to effectively put a number of projects into operation. 


The sum set aside for the moving of people accounts for a small percentage of the 
capital slated for populations redistribution. Ninety percent of the fund is used for 
capital construction work in the new resettlement areas to establish new economic and 
population centers. Those new economic zones capable of making a rational use of their 
capital investment have succeded in promptly normalizing the living conditions of the 
new settles while quickly taking the first step in building the material and technical 
bases for the production and public welfare projects necessary for a new population 
center. 


The Sa Binh new economic zone used its initial capital to open new land, construct 
water conservancy projects, build roads, and develop professions and trades. Thanks to 
these efforts, after a short time, it no only was capable of carrying out the intensive 
cultivation of food crops and of becoming a front rank model of Gia Lai-Kon Tum 
Province in terms of rice yields, but also managed to establish a crop area to provide 
raw materials for the production for export of the essential citronella oil. In Lam 
Dong Province, the Da Te new economic zone, thanks to its capital being used in a 
concentrated, correct, and rational manner, has begun to satisfactorily meet the 
immediate demands for grain and foodstuffs while producing agricultural products for 
sale to the state and for export. 


The use by some localities of their capital investment on various new economic zones 
has yielded marked initial results. However, generally speaking, the investment, 
Management, and use of capital in the new economic zones is still overiy dispersed and 
efficiency is low. In some places, due to unsatisfactory survey work and untimely 
determination of production guidelines, the planning of population centers could not be 
effectively carried out from the outset. Therefore, the new settlers had to suffer 
many deprivations, even of drinking water, and this eventually promoted them to leave 
for other places or to return to their home villages. In some localities, the number 
of people leaving in this manner reached a substantial percent causing unnecesesary 
waste of the capital and resources of society. 


The target of nationwide population redistribution for 1987 is 300,000 people, 
including 140,000 laborers. The state will invest nearly 1 billion dong for the 
building of 272 new economic zones, 70 of which have received some investment in the 
previous years. To make effective use of the Limited capital slated for the new 
economic and population centers, it is necessary to do a good job of preparing the 
grounds, formulating economic and technical plans for each center, determining the 
types of projects and investment priorities, and organizing construction work. 


The difficulties both in the economic and social fields regarding the building of a new 
economic zone should be correctly assessed. On this basis, the capital of the 
agricultural, forestry, water conservancy, communications, nomad settlement, cultural, 
educational, and public health sectors as weil as the capital of the new economic zone 
construction fund and of the people should be pooled so that it may be used in the most 
effective possible fashion. The Central Highlands is considered the key region for the 
redistribution of population in 1987 and subsequent years. The state plans to reserve 
for this region 37 percent of the total capital investment slated for all new economic 
zones throughout the country. This is aimed at setting up new population centers at an 
early date in order to quickly expand the cultivation of industrial crops of high 
export value such as coffee, tea, rubber, and black pepper. 
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To make good use of the sources of capital and materials invested in the Central 
Highlands, in the immediate future we should consolidate the apparatus exclusively in 
charge of this task; promote close coordination between the localities sending out 
people and those receiving them; satisfactorily carry out survey work, the 
determination of production guidelines, and the planning of population centers; and 
clearly determine the objectives and order of construction work. 


Along with making sufficient and timely investments help the people build residential 
houses and water wells, we should pay due attention to building medical aid stations, 
schools, and stores, and to the construction of roads and various projects in service 
of production. 


Making concentrated, uniform, and definite investment is a principled requirement in 
the building of a new economic and population center. All levels and sectors should 
clearly realize their functions and duties in this work so as to satisfactorily 
mobilise and utilize their sources of capital for the purpose of quickly and 
effectively exploiting the work force and the land. They should promptly stop all 
instances of capital being invested for the wrong purposes in the wrong area and the 
tendency to arbitrarily slash capital-phenomena which cause difficulties in building 
the new economic zones. 


NHAN DAN OUTINES SUPPLY SECTOR ECONOMIC TASKS 
BK240609 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 15 Mar 87 pp 1, 4 


[Text] The general tasks of the supply sector in 1987 and the following years are to 
increase the volume of materials both at home and from abroad, strengthen managerial 
work, improve organizational and cadre-related tasks, and accelerate the shift to 
socialist businesses and the socialist accounting system. One of the main tasks of the 
sector is to satisfactorily organize the receiving of various kinds of materials to be 
imported in 1987. It must also strive to exploit 47,500 metric tons of metal, 
effectively use a large volume of soldering-irons and electronic wire, tens of 
thousands of car tires and batteries, more than 100,000 ball-bearings, and hundreds of 
million of dong worth of locally produced chemical substances, electronic equipment, 
and engineering tools. 


The sector must also strive to coordinate with various sectors concerned to help 
improve relations between units dealing with receiving and transporting materials, and 
strengthen economic contracts and use them as a legal paper to define the 
responsibilities of parties concerned. The sector must expand various forms of the 
product contract system, set forth various norms for each work unit and the whole 
production line. It must calculate short and long-term results and formulate an 
integrated plan for key material production establishments. The sector must provide 
spare parts, classify various units entitled to receive supplies, establish the 
nomenclature of production units in order to provide them with materials while 
collecting their products and avoiding indiscriminate supply. The chemical substances 
supply sector has initially exploited materials provided by localities and state-run 
and collective production establishments. It is striving to produce materials 
accounting for 65 percent of the total imported volume. The fuel, equipment, and metal 
sectors are striving to improve their supply work, strengthen the distribution of 
coupons to existing supply points. They have also delivered equipment and facilities 
to enterprises and construction sites to save time for these clients, while striving to 
supply 100 percent of metal required by key capital construction projects. 
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At present various units are seriously strengthening their inspection work on the 
supply and use of materials. They have temporarily stopped supplying units which 
failed to fulfill their products procurement and used too much of their materials. 


We must complete financial transactions according to schedule, especially between 
supply and receiving units. We must continue to improve supply work to reduce 
transportation expenses by 8 percent (or maintain an increase of 2 percent compared 
with 1986). We must keep materials at a number of key warehouses to reduce loading, 
maintenance, and storage expenses. We must minimize all transportation expenses, 
rationally reorganize the labor force at various units, shift 11.3 percent of the labor 
force to carrying out secondary production and supply services while striving to 
produce more materials and reduce business operating expenses. 


NHAN DAN EDITORIAL URGES EXPANDING SOCIALIST TRADE 
BK120810 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 10 Mar 87 


(NHAN DAN 11 March editorial: "Expand the Activities of Socialist Collective Trade 
Organizations" ] 


[Text] Marketing cooperatives, trade organizations of agricultural cooperatives 
engaging in comprehensive business, and the state-run trade sector form the socialist 
trade forces that play a crucial role in organizing the circulation of goods, 
accelerating the development of production, and satisfactorily serving the people's 
life. At present, the entire country has more than 9,300 marketing cooperatives with 
over 56,000 sales outlets and a membership of more than 20 million, and a number of 
agricultural cooperatives engaging in comprehensive business that conduct different 
types of trading activities. The main customers served by these socialist collective 
trade organizations are peasants who account for more than 80 percent of the country's 
entire population. The countryside is at the same time the largest consumption market 
and the supply source of virtually all the grain and food for the entire country, raw 
materials for the artisan, handicrafts, and processing industries, and goods for export. 


Fully aware of the position and role of the rural market, many local party committee 
echelons and administrative bodies have constantly taken care to create conditions for 
collective trade organizations to acquire additional material-technical bases, enhance 
the professional expertise of their cadres, and mobilize sources of capital from among 
the people to incessantly expand their business activities. The strong point of the 
collective trade organizations lies in the greater flexibility of the buying and 
selling system and in the expanded range of commodities introduced at their own 
initiative to control goods and money. Thanks to this, many marketing cooperatives 
have satisfactorily fulfilled their tasks as agents to sell industrial consumer goods 
and collect and purchase agricultural products and foodstuffs for the state-run trade 
sector while stepping up processing activities, developing various types of services, 
and increasing the sale of commodities introduced at their own initiative to 60-70 
percent of the total business revenue. 


In some localities, comprehensive business units have been set up at the village level; 
and they have initially developed the dynamic character of the marketing cooperative 
sector's business by providing an expanded range of effective services to production 
and the people's life. Socialist collective trade establishments in Duong Xuan Hoi, 
Long An, annually collect and purchase from the village more than 90 metric tons of 
port, nearly 190 metric tons of paddy, 350,000 metric tons [figure as heard] of coconut 
meat, 24 metric tons of watermelons, and tens of thousands of eggs; and at the same 
time, they have in stock hundreds of items of goods to meet the demand for consumption 
of the village's population of over 6,000. 
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In many villages such as Hai Duoc in Tay Ninh, Binh Nhi in Tien Giang, Dien An in Phu 
Khanh, Cong Hoa and Dong Tien in Hai Hung, Tay Giang in Thai Binh, Hong Duong and Lien 
Son in Ha Son Binh, and so forth, similar units have, by expanding business activities 
and truly controlling the larger part of local marketable agricultural products, not 
only acquired additional sources of goods to exchange for the means of production and 
industrial consumer goods needed by the village peasants, but also helped control the 
rural market satisfactorily. 


However, the experience in expanding business activities and providing good services 
gained by many socialist collective trade organizations mentioned above has not yet 
been applied nationwide. In various provinces, the number of marketing cooperatives 
with a weak and lagging business performance still remains large. In some places, 
management has been lax, resulting in the failure to consolidate the organization of 
marketing cooperatives and promptly mete out strict punishment against cooperative 
cadres and employees who supply dishonest traders with goods through corrupt practices 
and illegal dealings, thereby causing losses to the collective's property and weakening 
the people's confidence. In some localities, marketable products turned out by the 
peasants are in slow circulation because the local collective trade organizations 
operate poorly. This allows for private traders to compete in buying and manipulate 
prices, thereby affecting the efforts to develop production and control the marke. aud 
prices. 


To expand the activities of socialist collective trade organizations the local party 
committee echelons should provide constant guidance, create the necessary conditions 
such as a contingent of politically stable and professionally capable cadres and 
employees and material facilities and equipment, and encourage the village people to 
put up their capital and actually help manage the cooperatives. On this basis, the 
cooperatives will bring their dynamism and creativity into full play, take the 
initiative in controlling the local sources of goods, effect economic integration, 
expand the exchange of goods, and create wider sources of goods to serve production and 
the people's life. This is also the basis for them to expand business and gradually 
surge forward to effectively assist the state-run trade sector in controlling the 
social market in the countryside. Along with the stepped up guidance from the local 
party committee echelons and administrative bodies, suitable policies should be adopted 
to ensure the smooth exchange of goods; and it is necessary to do away with the 
practice whereby each village or district unwarrantedly sets up checkpoints that 
obstruct the circulation of goods. 


The state maintains a certain stockpile of goods for the countryside, especially those 
items under its unified management. At the same time, the marketing cooperative sector 
must renovate the organization of its cadres by promptly dismissing from service 
persons lacking in the sense of repsonsibility, improve business management and service 
procedures, combine sales with purchases ever more satisfactorily, maintain good 
relationship with the state-run trade sector and between urban and rural areas, ensure 
the *eveltonment of its activities in the right direction, and contribute’ to 
consc .i .ng the worker-peasant alliance. 


The expansion of the socialist collective trade organizations' activities will not only 
contribute to directly serving the rural people's life but also constitute an important 
measure for broadening the exchange of goods and accelcrating the development of 
production. 
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NHAN DAN EDITORIAL STRESSES QUALITY EXPORT GOODS 
BK131017 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 28 Feb 87 pp 1, 4 


(Editorial: "Quality of Export Goods") 


[Text] In recent years, along with an increase in quantity, better quality has been 
observed in many types of export goods such as knit wear, ready-made clothes, rubber 
slippers, engineering tools, fresh vegetables, frozen fruits, rush mats, jute carpets, 
lacquer ware, shelled peanuts, and bamboo blinds. Many sectors, localities, and units 
producing export goods have striven to make intensive investments in acquiring more 
machinery and equipment and applying advanced technology and have, as an initial step, 
steadily observed production techniques and quality control procedures. However, this 
progress has not been stable. In 1986, of the goods checked for export, 1.6 percent had 
to be remanufactured and 3 percent did not meet the quality standards required for 
delivery to customers. This amounted to thousands of metric tons. The quality of some 
handicrafts and artisan industry goods and agricultural and food products has 
fluctuated. The fact that goods had to be remanufactured and failed to meet export 
standards resulted in high expenses for materials and shipment and high production 
costs, failure to implement the good delivery plans under contracts with foreign 
countries, and losses of foreign exchange. Moreover, those installations producing poor 
quality goods encountered all the more difficulties in production, business, and life. 


The export program is one of the three major economic programs of our party and state 
in the coming years. While upholding the role of the export program, the sixth party 
congress indicated: "Priority must be given to the fulfillment of pledges with foreign 
countries to correctly implement export contracts in terms of quality, quantity, and 
time of delivery." Enhancing the quality of exports is of prime importance to firmly 
maintain and expand the market and is a factor to ensure credit with foreign customers. 
It is the permanent responsibility of all sectors, echelons, and workers in the 
production and business sector dealing in exports to constantly improve the quality of 


exports. 


We must seek ways to ensure the ever better quality of exports -- whether they are 
industrial, agricultural, or fishery goods, or handicrafts and fine arts items turned 
out by state-run units, collectives, or households -- in order to gain credit with 
customers. 


Producers cannot fail to be aware of the qualitative standard of goods. However, the 
quality of products is decided primarily by organized labor, the minimal availability 
of material and technical conditions, and satisfactory economic’. policies. 
Consequenlty, regular attention should be paid to bringing into full play the various 
economic measures, properly applying the policies of purchasing and ordering prices and 
the rates of income in order to encourage and compel all related _ sectors, 
installations, and economic organizations to ensure the constantly higher quality of 
exports. Export production installations must be given favorable conditions in terms 
of raw and other materials, equipment, fuel, skilled workers, and some necessary 
material and technical bases. The tasks of packing, containerizing, conserving and 
shipping, which are currently considered backward, must be reorganized and improved 
technically. There must be suitable plans and programs for each production area in 
order to create consistently good quality goods. The responsibility for ensuring good 
quality exports must be clearly determined. Those localities and units producting good 
quality exports must be promptly commended and rewarded. No export license will be 
issued for those with substandard goods. Those localities producing poor quality goods 
should not be allowed to continue production. The operating ability of quality control 
organizations should be consolidated and intensified. The quality control of exports 
must be made into a pattern in accordance with unified standards countrywide. 
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Production installations are the place where the specifications and quality of goods 
are determined. They are primarily responsible for carefully and _ scrupulously 
controlling all operations from the receiving of raw materials to the packing of 
products. The practice of producing good samples for advertisement but of turning out 
gradually lower quality exports under contracts must be discontinued. Agencies 
responsible for purchases and the placement of orders must provide careful guidance for 
both the selling side and the side receiving orders to be well aware of the qualitative 
standard of each specific item of goods. No unprincipled compromise will be allowed to 
avoid the return of goods for remanufacture when they reach their entry ports. The 
responsibility of all producing, receiving, shipping, safegarding, and controlling 
sides must be clearly determined. Anyone who turns out sloppy work causing damage to 
exports must be punished. All industrial regulations and other published stipulations 
concerning the tasks of ordering, processing, packing, controlling, shipping, and 
preserving each type of export must be strictly carried out. 


The order of the export business is not to produce nor to deliver or receive 
substandard goods. Those export commodities bearing the label "Made in Vietnam" must 
be good ones. 


EDITORIAL PROMOTES SMALL COAL MINE EXPLOITATION 


BK250809 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 24 Mar 87 
(NHAN DAN 15 March editorial: "Exploit and Use Locally Produced Coal"'] 


[Text] Coal is a source of energy and an important material for production which 
contributes significantly to the people's daily life. In the years ahead, though > 
coal output produced by big coal mines under the management of the central industria 
sector will be increased, it will not be enough to speed up production to improve the 
people's daily life. As a result, in an effort to increase this source of energy, 
various localities must consistently carry out exploration and exploitation of small 
coal mines and satisfactorily carry out processing work to enhance the effective use of 
locally produced coal. In exploiting small coal mines, we will not only produce coal 
to serve the development of local industry and the implementation of the three major 
economic programs but we wili also contribute to partially solving the urgent use of 
fuel in the people's daily activities. 


According to a recent survey, our country has more than 200 coal mines, of which more 
than 30 have been exploited. On the average, each mine produces dozens of thousands of 
metric tons of coal annually. However, this important natural resource has not been 
properly exploited so far. Many localities which have their own coal mines still rely 
on the coal supplied by the central government even though it is a low quality coal and 
is expensive to transport. Coordination between the central and local sectors and 
between technical, economic units and localities in exploiting small coal mines have 
not been effectively carried out. This is an important factor which resulted in 
limiting the exploitation of this energy potential. Various central organizations have 
not realistically assisted localities to survey, explore, invest, and apply 
technological advance in exploiting and processing coal for higher economic results. 
Training workers, introducing new techniques, and supplying equipment for coal 
exploitation have not been carried out effectively. Pnlicy regarding local coalminers 
and their products has been irrationally formulated, thus unable to encourage workers 
to exploit their small coal mines. 


Accelerating the exploitation of small coal mines and encouraging the use of locally 
produced coal is a requirement to improve people's daily life. [paragraph continues] 
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To satisfactorily meet this requirement, we must include the exploration and 
exploitation of coal mines in the state annual plan. Implementing the motto that the 
state, the people, the central, localities, districts, villages, and grass-roots units 
are in need of coal and jointly invest in coal exploitation, provinces with favorable 
conditions must establish joint ventures to exploit coal between localities and 
economic units which are situated near coal mines. We must study the processing and 
rational use of coal for each kind of work, because this will contribute to encouraging 
the exploitation and use of locally produced coal. 


In exploiting small coal mines we must combine the manual labor with the use of small 
engineering tools. Production cost and selling price of a metric ton of coal will be 
set by the locality concerned based on the assessment of the grade and quality of its 
coal and real production expenses. 


Realizing the fact that investment in small-scale coal exploitation projects can be 
easily handled, especially in transporting and selling products to consumption 
establishments, the energy, geological survey, and mineral product sectors are 
strengthening their coordinations to positively help various localities dotted with 
coal mines while striving to include coal exploitation work into provisions of the 
state law. They are also reassessing coal mines which can promptly increase the 
production of coal quantitatively and qualitatively and formulating technological and 
economic theory for various new coal mines. Along with striving to increase the coal 
production output of centrally controlled coal mines, we must quickly increase the 
output of coal quantitatively and qualitatively at various mines in localities. 


NHAN DAN EDITORIAL CALLS FOR BETTER TRANSPORTATION 


BK190930 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 17 Mar 87 


[NHAN DAN 18 March editorial: "Transportation in Support of the Three Economic 
Programs"] 


[Text] The general goal of communications and transportation activities is to meet the 
requirements for socioeconomic development, security, and national defense -- with an 
important require at present and for the coming years to support the three major 
targeted programs of grain and food, consumer goods, and goods for export. 
Transportation is always a dynamic link which has a direct impact on the start and 
finish of the production process and contributes to stepping up circulation and thus 
stimulating the production of goods. In recent years, the goods transportation forces 
have step by step met the demands for moving the national economy's main items of goods 
and have initially set up a number of transportation chains based on a division of 
labor and responsibility between the central and local transportation forces. 


However, the results achieved still fall short of the requirements. Generally 
speaking, communication and transportation continue to be a weak and imbalanced link in 
the national economy. Transportation capacity remains low, and many procedures are 
inconvenient. Numerous negative phenomena plague the transportation sector. Goods in 
transit are still being subjected to serious damage and loss; and appropriate attention 
has not yet been paid to meeting the varied needs for transportation, especially small 
and infrequent consignments by small state-run units and collectively and privately-run 
establishments. Instances where means of transportation run empty one way, are 
underloaded, operate in a chaotic manner, and spend excessive time waiting to load and 
unload are fairly common, incurring much waste. 
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To support the three major economic programs effectively, transportation forces should 
accurately understand the various sources of goods, loading points, routings, and the 
quantity and variety of goods; and on this basis, establish a dispatching structure and 
set up a rationally linked and integrated network of transport chains operating with 
high economic efficiency. Real priority must be given to developing marine 
transportation, increasing the volume of rail freight, gradually reducing the volume of 
truck freight, and expanding local communications and transportation. At the same 
time, it is necessary to change business and service methods and procedures. 


Transportation activities must be dynami~ and versatile to suit the characteristics of 
grain and food. Consumer goods, and goods for export produced by the various economic 
components. The bond between transportation and production must be based on a specific 
division of labor and responsibility between the central and local levels as well as 
between owners of the means of transportation and consignors of goods. It is necessary 
to closely combine large mechanized transportation forces with small mechanized and 
rudimentary transportation forces; and at the same time, keep an appropriate force in 
reserve to meet the needs for unscheduled transportation of goods by small consignors 
and the needs for exchanges, joint business, integration, and cooperation in production 
that arise in the implementation of the three major economic programs. 


Transportation forces of both the central and local levels should direct all efforts 
toward increasing transportation volume and efficiency, bringing cargoes to their 
destinations on time, ensuring the quantity and quality of goods in transit, and 
reducing irrational transportation costs. First of all, it is necessary to build and 
consolidate transporation coordination and service centers so as to make transportation 
activities truly smooth, considering this an important measure for speeding up the 
clearing of shipments at major transport junctions, especially those which deal with 
goods for domestic circulation as well as for export and import such as Haiphong, 
Danang, and Ho Chi Minh City. By standardized and concentrated measures, efforts 
should be made to resolve at all costs the issue of cargo handling which has, for many 
years now, been the weakest link, causing many bottlenecks and reducing the operating 
capacity of transportation means. It is necessary to rationally reorganize the various 
cargo handling chains and establish and observe regulations that clearly define the 
responsibilities of consignors of goods and owners of transportation means as well as 
those of transportation and cargo handling forces. 


Enhancing the efficiency of planning and strengthening economic contracts by giving 
them full legal character to link the material responsibilities of the parties involved 
in the transportation process is an important factor for increasing transport 
capacity. The communications and transportation sector must closely coordinate with 
the sectors consigning goods in devising rational methods and modes of transport to 
increase the volume of directly transported goods, reducing inconvenient intermediary 
links, and minimizing the incidence of negative phenomena in the transportation of 
goods. 


A pressing task at present is to concentrate efforts to a high degree on moving 
agricultural supplies to production establishments and marketable agricultural products 
to the points of distribution in the fastest manner and on a timely basis; delivering 
the various types of supplies and raw materials for the production of consumer goods on 
schedule; satisfactorily organizing the collection and transport of goods to meet, 
first of all, the people's demands for food, clothings, housing, schooling, and 
commuting; organizing the transportation of export-import goods along the line of using 
the domestic fleets on a priority basis; and promptly meeting the external economic 
requirements of the state, the localities, and production and business units. 
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To meet these requirements, along with improving management and technology to better 
use the existing means of transportation, it is necessary to pay attention to building 
the contingent of transportation workers. Since transportation operations take place 
day and night and cover vast distances and therefore, entail much hardship and urgency, 
even greater attention should be given to caring for the material and spiritual life of 


workers. 


Resolute efforts must be made to overcome the stealing of goods, shipment of 
contraband, and harassment against consignors of goods -- practices which negate the 
prestige of the contingent of transportation workers. It is necessary to closely 
combine educational, administrative, and economic measures; to pay special attention to 
the enforcement of economic instruments such as contracts and economic accounting by 
every vessel, train, truck, and cargo handling unit; and to closely’ link 
responsibilities with interests so as to increase transport capacity first of all in 
support of the three major economic programs. 


NHAN DAN EDITORIAL ENCOURAGES MORE GOODS CIRCULATION 


BK181219 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 15 Mar 87 
([NHAN DAN 16 March editorial: "Expand the Circulation of Goods"] 


(Text] Our economy still consists of many components. Apart from the state-run and 
collective economies -- the two major economies -- there are the small-production 
commodities economy that belongs to individual peasants and handicraftsmen and the 


privately-owned capitalist economy. 


Recently, thanks to the enforcement of various party and state policies, the family 
economy began to turn out a considerable volume of products for society. As a result, 
in addition to the circulation of goods by the state-run and collective trade forces, 
there is the circulation of goods between producers and consumers among the population 
through direct purchases and sales, as weil as through the service operations of 
private businessmen both in cities and rural areas. 


To expand the circulation of goods, on 11 March, the chairman of the Council of 
Ministers issued a decision to disband all checkpoints along roads or waterways. This 
is both a move to concretize the sixth party congress resolution -- which pointed out 
that to rapidly increase the volume of goods in circulation, it is necessary to broaden 
the exchange of goods and rescind various measures that restrict and divide the market 
according to administrative boundaries -- as well as a measure to solve = as»arket 
problem in a way that suits the economic situation. 


Expanding the circulation of goods is a constant demand of production. The setting up 
of many checkpoints at will in the recent past, has not only caused trouble to the 
legal circulation of goods and inconvenience to the people, but has also affected the 
development of production. Some localities have used these checkpoints as a vital tool 


to increase their budgets. 


Many checkpoints, while acquiring only little revenue, have been used by bad elements 
for corruption and personal gain. So far, these checkpoints have not been very 
successful in detecting and preventing smuggling, tax evasion, and the theft of state 


property. 
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Finally, the peasants, handicraftsmen, and other honest people have suffered. This is 
because whenever they want to bring in their surplus products for sale at the market, 
they must go through these checkpoints where they will be forced to pay various taxes 
and abide by various rules established by each locality, and their products will be 
subject to loss or damage due to repeated loading and unloading. 


Such obstacles and inconveniences have made it difficult for goods -- especially farm 
and food products -- to be circulated rapidly from the points of production to the 
points of consumption, thus placing artificial strains on supply and demand and on the 
prices of some products in a number of areas, even in the same province or district. 


The decision to disband all checkpoints along roads and waterways will not only 
eliminate difficulties in the circulation of goods and ensure the efficiency of state 
management, but also satisfy the aspirations of a broad mass of the laboring people. 
However, disbanding these checkpoints does not mean relaxing market management and 
inspection and control work. 


Producers are authorized to sell their commodities to consumers at the markets on the 
condition that they fulfill adequately their tax obligation and all the contracts they 
have signed with various state economic organizations for the supply of goods. It is 
absolutely necessary for all organizations and individuals engaged in business and 
trade activities to register businesses. The state organs in charge of trade 
management will consider the issuance of business certificates or permits to these 
organizations and individuals. When these organizations and individuals obtain a 
business permit, they must observe all the business laws and regulations enforced by 
various competent organs of the state. 


Meanwhile, all socialist economic organizations must see to it that materials and goods 
are purchased and sold in accordance with the state's economic policy and management 
mechanism. 


Disbanding checkpoints along roads and waterways requires that all state organs 
responsible for inspection and control work, firmly grasp various laws, rely on the 
people's strength, and constantly improve professional skills to carry out their tasks 
more satisfactorily under the new situation. Specifically, industrial and commercial 
taxes must be collected at the origin of production and sales and in accordance with 
state laws. It is also necessary to ensure that taxes are correctly and fully 
collected while struggling resolutely against tax evasion. 


Vegetation and animal sanitation services must be conducted on the spot while surveys 
of the forestry sector must be conducted in forests. 


It is necessary for all professional forces to coordinate with forces of the masses to 
oppose effectively speculation and smuggling. From now on, we must resolutely 
eliminate the practice of setting up checkpoints or organizing mobile checks at will 
along roads or waterways and must promptly take strict and just disciplinary action 
against any locality that fails to implement this state decision. 


It is necessary for all socialist trade organizations to constantly move forward to 
implement correctly the socialist business system, satisfactorily control the sources 
of goods, and quickly distribute and transport them to the points of consumption in 
accordance with plans. 
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The liberation of the production force must be carried out along with the liberation of 
the circulation of goods. Expanding the circulation of goods among all regions and 
localities throughout the country in an orderly and civilized manner means actually 
helping to accelerate the development of production and stabilize step by step the 
people's livelihood. 


ARMY PAPER EDITORIAL VIEWS GRAIN, FOOD PRODUCTION 


BK251511 Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 18 Mar 87 ppl, 4 
[Editorial: "Actively Participate in the Production of Grain and Food"] 


[Text] Grain and food are products that meet man's essential everyday needs. 
Resolving the grain and food problem will not only help meet the food demand but also 
contribute to creating the basis for developing agriculture as a whole and exploiting 
land and labor potentials in a rational and effective manner. At present, grain and 
food production in our country is still underdeveloped, with the per-capita grain 
output averaging close to 300 kg -- ranging among the lowest in the world. Therefore, 
in the first stage of the transition period to socialism in our country, resolving the 
grain and food problem constitutes a fairly urgent issue. The sixth national congress 
of party delegates asserted: Resolving the grain and food problem is one of the three 
major economic programs between now and the year 1990; carrying out this program is the 
responsibility of all sectors and echelons, including our people's armed forces. 


In past years, together with the entire country, our army units have, along with 
satisfactorily standing ready to fight and perform other tasks, taken full advantage of 
the conditions where they are stationed to step up the production of grain and food 
with the aim of increasing social wealth and improving the soldiers’ living standard. 
In 1986, the entire army turned out a significant volume of products, including 40,000 
metric tons of grain in paddy equivalent, 8,000 metric tons of meat, 120,000 metric 
tons of fresh vegetables, and 1,300 metric tons of beans, peanuts, sesame, and so forth. 


However, not a few army units have not yet paid attention to grain and food 
production. These units often experience numerous difficulties concerning the living 
conditions of soldiers and suffer limitations in other fields of activities. Realities 
show that the majority of army units have plenty of capability for grain and food 
production; and if good coordination is realized, this activity, far from producing any 
adverse effects, will help them better carry out the duties of undergoing training and 
standing ready to fight and perform other tasks. 


Due to unusually warm weather, this year's winter-spring rice crop has met with many 
difficulties. Iu spite of the dynamic efforts by the various localities to limit 
losses, climatic vagaries will surely reduce the productivity and output of grain and 
food. Therefore, in order to contribute to resolving our country's food problem at 
present and create the conditions for stabilizing and improving soldiers' living 
conditions, army units must, along with satisfactorily fulfilling their duties of 
undergoing training and standing ready to fight and perform other tasks, actively 
participate in the production of grain and food. 


As an immediate step, units that have already planted winter-spring crops should apply 
more fertilizer, expend more labor for crop tending, and promptly control harmful 
insects and diseases to increase crop yields. At the same time, each unit should, 
depending on the land and weather conditions where they are stationed, determine the 
orientations for continuing to plant various types of seasonal grain and food crops. 
To enlarge the cultivated area attention should be given to both scattered and 
concentrated crop cultivation. [paragraph continues] 
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Virtually all units can practice scattered crop cultivation and livestock breeding on a 
emall scale, namely around mess and living quarters. 


For military regions, army corps, and armed services and branches, efforts should also 
be made to set up production centers on a relatively large scale so as to increase 
economic efficiency and turn out large quantities of grain and food with the aim of 
improving the living conditions of soldiers and building up their own food reserve. 
Experience gained by units with a good production record shows that it is necessary to 
work out suitable plans for production; assign specific quotas to each unit or small 
detachment, and, in the case of certain products, even to each individual; and 
establish a rational system of rewards and penalties. 


Army units usually have to carry out grain and food production under difficult 
conditions resulting from sloping land or infertile soil. Therefore, all sources of 
fertilizer and available conditions must be fully utilized to practice intensive crop 
cultivation right from the start. We must resolutely oppose the tendencies of 
enlarging the cultivated area without taking into consideration economic efficiency, 
carrying out land reclamationm haphazardly, and destroying forests and lands which only 
result in a waste of labor and damage to natural resources. 


To create conditions for soldiers to participate in the production of grain and food 
satisfactorily, it is necessary to consolidate specialized organs and fully enable them 
to monitor and direct production activities, arrange crop cultivation schedules, and 
provide cultivation techniques for each type of grain and food crops, and, at the same 
time, help army units overcome difficulties in obtaining crop seed, supplies, and 
fertilizer for production. 


Along with stepping up production activities, army units should make everyone realize 
the need to consume grain and food thriftily and combat wasteful and corrupt practices. 


Resolving the grain and food problem is our country's number-one central task at 
present. Developing the traditions of an army proficient in both combat and 
production, all army units should accelerate the movement of grain and food production 
to contribute to solving the immediate pressing grain demand and join the entire 
country in fulfilling successfully the grain and food program set forth at the sixth 
national congress of party delegates. 
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AQUINO APPROVES RAISES FOR GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


HK251245 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 1000 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] President Aquino has approved a 5 to 20 percent increase in salaries of 
government employees effective 1 March 1987. It is estimated that no less than 1 
million employees will benefit from this raise. The details from Ben Ermida: 


(Begin recording in English] It was announced during a press briefing at the Kalayaan 
Hall at Malacanang attended by Executive Secretary Joker Arroyo, Budget and Management 
Secretary Guillermo Carage, and Budget Undersecretary Benjamin Diokno. The action came 
after a 2 and 1/2 hour meeting of the cabinet presided over by the president at the 


Malacanang State Dining Hall. 


Around 10 percent of the employees connected with critical agencies and who have been 
receiving higher salaries than other state workers will get a 5 percent salary 
increase. The rest of the employees will get a 15 percent increase. However, 
employees in certain disadvantaged positions, such as teachers, agrarian reform 
technologists who are bachelor's degrees holders, vocational placement officers, youth 
welfare and development officers, and those in the veterinary services and social 
welfare groups will get an additional 5 percent, for a total 20 percent increase. 


The salary increase was approved by the cabinet 2 days before the effectivity of the 
provisions of the omnibus election code prohibiting such action in view of the 
forthcoming legislative elections on May 11. 


From the news report section, Office of the Press Secretary, Ben Ermida reporting. [end 
recording] 


"NOT ENOUGH EVIDENCE’ AGAINST PMA BOMB SUSPECT 


HK251127 Hong Kong AFP in English 1116 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] Baguio, Philippines, March 25 (AFP) -- The main suspect in last week's bomb 
attack at the elite Philippine Military Academy (PMA) here took a lie-detector test 
Wednesday and denied any role in the incident. 


In a tape-recorded statement released to the local press, Captain Wilhelm Doromal also 
complained of being denied sleep and food by his military interrogators. "To my 
accusers, I am not the enemy you are looking for," the demolitions expert said in the 
recording which his lawyer, Daniel Farinas, said was secretly taped in his prison cell 
at a military camp in this northern mountain resort, 200 kilometers (120 miles) north 


of Manila. 


Capt. Doromal was arrested when explosives were found in his house following the PMA 
blast last Wednesday that killed four people and injured 43. President Corazon Aquino, 
who addressed the school's graduating class four days later, said the bomb was meant 


for her. 


In Manila, Defense Secretary Rafael Ileto said Wednesday that there was not enough 
evidence to warrant the filing of charges against Capt. Doromal on the bombing, "but as 
far as illegal possession of explosives and firearms, there is a case that can be 


filed." a 
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The results of the polygraph test on the captain, an explosives instructor at the PMA 
and a leader of the Guardians, a banned military fraternity implicated in at least two 
coups attempts against Mrs. Aquino, were not immediately available. Official sources 
here said that only the regional military commander, who was out of town, can release 
the results. 


"I wish I had been among the victims," Capt. Doromal said, adding that he had agreed to 
take the lie-detector test "because I know I am innocent." He complained about prison 
conditions, saying: "I was questioned continuously for 15 hours without any decent 
food and sleep. I was not given a blanket so I had to sleep with only my clothes on 
the whole of Saturday night." 


"The questions propounded on me were formed and calculated to pinpoint me as the one 
responsible in the PMA bombing incident, but I give you my honor and that of my family 
that I have nothing to do with the incident," he said. 


Regional military chief Brigadier General Jesus de la Cruz told reporters Tuesday that 
“Doromal could really be innocent and the real perpetrators of the incident are 
laughing at us now." 


A police spokesman in Manila said meanwhile that eight people were injured late Tuesday 
when unidentified men threw a grenade at a group of people sitting outside their homes 
in a residential district in central Manila. Investigators said they suspected the 
attack was due to a personal grudge but a private television station said that police 
were also looking into the possibility that communist guerrillas were behind the attack. 


DEFENSE SECRETARY ILETO HOLDS NEWS CONFERENCE 


BK260923 Manila PNA in English 0745 GMT 26 Mar 87 


[Text] Manila, March 26 (OANA/PNA) -- Philippines Defense Secretary Rafael Ileto 
Thursday said the military is only using 60 percent of its firepower capability against 
the rebels for the moment. Ileto made the statement duing a press conference at Camp 
Aguinaldo, Armed Forces headquarters where he assured that the military can contain the 
18-year-old communist rebellion with the support of the people. 


He said the Armed Forces is holding back its might to allow the democratic process to 
go through particularly with the forthcoming congressional elections. We are putting 
about 60 percent of the total force we could put, mostly on the communist rebels, Ileto 
said. 


At the same time Ileto dismissed the threat of Nur Misuari, chairman of the Moro 
National Liberation Front (MNLF) to go to war again if the government would not grant 
autonomy to the MNLF in 45 days. He confirmed that Misuari is back in Mindanao from 
the Middle East. But Ileto said, whether he (Misuari) is going to have a showdown with 
the military, I don't think that he could say that or he would say that becauc- we are 
in the process clarified that of the 24,000 communist New People's Army (NPA) all over 
the country, only 15,000 are armed. [sentence as received] The rest are combat and 
service support group. 


Other developments. 


-- Four battalions of government troops are currently operating in the mountains in 
various parts of the country in search of NPA rebel camps. 
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-- Casualities being sustained by the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] lately are 
not alarming. 


-- Expressed the support to the Alsa Masa (Uprising of the People) Nakasaka [People 
United for Peace] in Davao and other vigilante groups fighting the communist rebels. 


-- Confirmed that the government has a counter-insurgency plan as he lambasted United 
States Assistant Secretary of Defense Richard Armitage for criticizing the Philippine 
Government. 


-- There is no additional development in the current investigation of the bomb 
explosion at Baguio last Thursday except that Army Captain Wilhelm Doromal and three 
other enlisted men are still undergoing investigation. Doromal will be charged with 
illegal possession of high-powered firearm and explosive. 


MILITARY STEPS UP PATROLS FOR ARMS LANDINGS 


HK251341 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in English 25 Mar 87 p 3 


[Text] The military yesterday said it was intensifying sea and air patrols in parts of 
the country where unidentified ships and aircraft have been reported to be landing arms 
to communist rebels. 


The National Democratic Front (NDF) in Northeastern Mindanao has denied a military 
report that three Russians were advising rebels in Surigao de Sur. 


Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla, Southern Luzon military commander, said unidentified 
submarines have been spotted delivering arms shipments to rebels in Lopez, Quezon, and 
some parts of Bicol. 


He added that patrol boats sent to check out these reports actually saw and identified 
these submarines which were, however, outside the country's territorial waters. 


Padilla said a certain Captain Silverio of the Navy had reported spotting the 
submarines. 


Another officer, Capt. Roberto Rosales, of the Quezon PC [Philippine Constabulary] 
command, also reported seeing helicopters bringing arms to rebels in Malala, Sariaya, 
Quezon. 


Rosales said he could not identify the helicopter though he said he has seen it making 
frequent trips to the area which is considered a rebel stronghold, Padilla said. 


In the Ragay Gulf off Quezon, the military claimed an increase in the number of foreign 
vessels over the month. 


The presence of these vessels and of Soviet advisers in rebel training camps in Gumaca, 
Quezon, indicated that the communist rebels were being supported by a foreign power, 
Padilla said. 


He, however, admitted that he has yet to confirm these reports. He also said he was 
not personally aware of foreigners providing arms to rebels. 


The NDF, however, said these are "fabricated lies." 


NDF-Northeastern Mindanao spokesman Jorge Madlos denied a news report that three 
Russians were helping the New People's Army in Surigao del Sur. 
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SHERIFFS TO ARREST AQUINO MURDER CASE SUSPECTS 


HK251147 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 1000 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] Court sheriffs have now gone to different parts of the country in order to 
carry out the Sandiganbayan [antigraft court] order to arrest 2 former officials of the 
previous regime as well as 11 others. However, according to reports, former Tourism 
Minister Jose Aspiras could not be found at his Manila address and was said to be in La 
Union. Moreover, former Information Minister Gregorio Cendana is in the United States. 


Former Bureau of Air Transportation head Jesus Singson has paid 40,000 pesos bail, 
while the court sheriffs have gone to the camp of the Aviation Security Command 
[Avsecom] in order to arrest the 11 accused in the Aquino-Galman double murder case. 
The Avsecom soldiers are charged as principal suspects and cannot be let out on bail. 
Cendana and Aspiras are charged as accomplices in the case. 


Also included in the suspects list are former Chief of Staff General Fabina Ver, 
Avsecom chief Luther Custodio, former Metropolitan District Command chief General 
Prospero Olivas, and 25 others. 


Officials Deny Involvement 
HK260345 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] Former Tourism Minister Jose Aspiras assailed the Sandiganbayan [antigraft 
court] for issuing a warrant for his arrest. He said obviously it would benefit his 
political enemies. Aspiras, who was indicted as an accomplice in the Aquino-Galman 
murder case denied the charges. He is a candidate for the First District of La Union 
in the May llth congressional election. He expressed hope that the Aquino government 
will be fair and just. 


Meanwhile, former Information Minister Gregorio Cendana, who was also charged as an 
accomplice in the case, said he will return to Manila soon to clear his name. Cendana 
sent his message from the (Hoslin) Diabetes Center in Boston, Massachusetts, where he 
is undergoing treatment. He also denied the charges. 


Yesterday a team of Sandiganbayan sheriffs motored to La Union to serve the warrant of 
arrest to former Minister Aspiras. There is no word yet on the mission of the sheriffs. 


8 INJURED BY GRENADE BLAST IN MANILA STREET 


HK251221 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 1000 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] An explosion took place in Luzon Street, Sampaloc, Manila, and eight persons 
were reported injured. According to Captain Isagani Gonzales, station commander of 
Station 3, Northern Police District, a group of people were talking in the street when 
a grenade was suddenly hurled by a man who fled immediately. Although it was reported 
that the explosion could have been committed by an NPA sparrow unit, Captain Goozales 
said there was no evidence supporting such theory. [Passage indistinct] 
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PRO-AQUINO CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATE MURDERED 


HK260505 Hong Kong AFP in English 0502 GMT 26 Mar 87 


[Text] Manila, March 26 (AFP) -- A pro-Aquino congressional candidate was gunned down 
by a lone assailant in front of his family in southern Philippines, the PHILIPPINES 
NEWS AGENCY (PNA) reported Thursday. 


PNA, quoting police, said Tito Abao, 45, who was running under the banner of the 
pro-Aquino faction of the Liberal Party for a seat in the House of Representatives, was 
killed Sunday in Natividad town on Misamis Oriental Province by a man who entered his 
house pretending to be a friend. 


Once inside the house, the man pulled out his .45 caliber pistol and shot Mr Abao at 
close range before his wife and children, PNA said. The news agency said police were 
tracking down the murderer. 


Mr Abao's killing is the first reported case of violence in connection with the 
congressional elections to be held on May 11. 


The danger a violent electoral campaign has already been underlined in several 
newspapers and political circles. 


COMELEC APPROVES ABSENTEE VOTING FOR SOLDIERS 


HK251345 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in English 25 Mar 87 p 7 


{[Text] The Commission on Elections (Comelec) yesterday aproved the military's proposal 
to allow soldiers in the field to vote in the May 11 elections. 


Col Honesto Isleta, Armed Forces spokesman, said the approval of absentee voting was 
relayed to the Armed Forces General Headquarters late yesterday by the Comelec. 


The information, according to Isleta, was relayed even as the final implementation on 
the proposal was still being ironed out to allay fear in the military that the Comelec 
would turn down the proposal. 


The Comelec would release the final guidelines in the coming days. 


Under absentee voting, soldiers assigned in the field who were not registered voters in 
the area would be allowed to cast their votes. 


DAVAO MARCHERS CARRY COFFINS OF NPA VICTIMS 


HK251239 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 1000 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] In Mindanao, thousands of people marched in the streets of Davao City in order 
to demonstrate to the people the alleged atrocities committed by communist groups. The 
marchers included soldiers and civilian vigilantes who carried coffins containing 
bodies of victims of NPA violence. One of the victims was one Peter Ford, who was said 
to be from Britain but held an Australian passport. The demonstrators left some 100 
coffins in the main plaza of Davao City so that the victims' families could claim them. 
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MASSACRE SITE PROPOSED AS LAND REFORM PILOT 


HK251225 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 1000 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] It has been suggested that Lupao, Nueva Ecija be turned into a pilot area of 
the land reform project. Lupao was the site of an alleged massacre of civilians by 
military elements after an encounter with rebels not long ago. The recommendation came 
from Brigadier General Luis San Andres, deputy chief of staff of the Armed Forces. The 
details from Rey Rodriguez. 


[Begin recording] The proposal that Sitio Padlao be made a pilot project area for 
implementation of land reform was included in a report submitted this morning by 
Brigadier General Luis San Andres, deputy chief of staff for civil-military relations 
of the Armed Forces of the Philippines [AFP], to General Fidel V. Ramos, chief of 
staff. According to Gen San Andres, this project would require the construction of a 
mini-dam or an irrigation system in order to benefit some 1,500 farmers living in Sitio 
Padlao. Moreover, San Andres added that the roads linking the fields of Sitio Padlao 
to the market places in nearby towns and villages should be widened. 


According to intelligence reports, Sitio Padlao has long been under the influence of 
the CPP (Communist Party of the Philippines]-NPA because it is situated in a remote 
area, and transportation to the town center is inconvenient. Hence, Sitio Padlao 
became the cradle and refuge of NPA terrorists attacking government troops. With the 
assistance of the military and local officials from the town of Lupao, the national 
government is now stressing measures needed to rehabilitate Sitio Padlao and nearby 
areas. At present, four water pumps are being installed in order to bring clean 
drinking water to the residents of Sitio Padlao. Medical and dental services, food, 
and basic necessities continued to be delivered to the 178 families in Sitio Padlao. 


Rey Rodriguez, Public Information Office, AFP Camp Aguinaldo, reporting. [end 
recording ] 


U.S. SOLDIERS FACE COURT MARTIAL ON RAPE CHARGE 


HK251201 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 1000 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] U.S. Air Force officials at Clark Air Base stated that they would court martial 
two U.S. servicemen who reportedly raped a Filipina found inside the military base. 
Earlier, the victim, Lourdes Ramos, filed a complaint saying that the American 
servicemen had molested her inside Clark Air Base. Ramos does not believe that she 
will get justice from the Clark officials, adding that she would seek the assistance of 
President Aquino in this matter. 


According to an announcement from Clark Air Base, the implicated American servicemen 
will face a court martial but will not face trial immediately because the authorities 
have not got in touch with the victim. Earlier, it was reported that seven Filipino 
scavengers arrested by American guards inside the military base were set upon by attack 
dogs. 


LAWYER DEMANDS LOCAL TRIAL FOR U.S. SERVICEMEN 


HK241539 Hong Kong AFP in English 1535 GMT 24 Mar 87 


[Text] Manila, March 24 (AFP) -- President Corazon Aquino must demand a local court 
trial for U.S. servicemen who allegedly set dogs loose to attack Filipino scavengers 
inside a U.S. military base this month, a lawyer said Tuesday. 
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Elly Pamatong, counsel for seven young men who complained of allegedly being beaten by 
guards and attacked by dogs at the Clark Air Base north of here this month, said he had 
sought an audience with Mrs Aquino regarding the case. 


"I want to bring the seven to her and ask her to seek a waiver of (U.S. jurisdiction) 
so we can prosecute it in Philippine courts. I think this is an important case for the 
government," Mr Pamatong told a news conference. 


The alleged maltreatment of the intruders, denied by Clark authorities, had drawn a 
denunciation from Mrs Aquino, who said Filipinos must be treated as human beings and 
“there is no reason why dogs should have to be used." 


Clark spokesmen have denied that guards had mauled the scavengers, and said only two 
were bitten by military dogs when they refused to stop running after being warned by 
U.S. security police. 


Mr Pamatong also presented before the press Tuesday a 39-year-old woman scavenger who 
complained of having been sexually molested by two U.S. guards inside Clark on February 
18. 


U.S. Embassy spokesman Mary Carlin told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE she had been informed by 
base authorities that the case has been under investigation since February, but that 
she did not know what had become of the investigation. Under a 1979 agreement covering 
U.S. access to Clark and nearby Subic Naval Base, Washington and Manila nominally have 
joint jurisdiction over cases involving U.S. personnel, but past cases had been handled 
by the U.S. Government. 


JAPAN ASKED TO LIFT ADVISORY AGAINST TOURS 


HK251217 Hong Kong AFP in English 1205 GMT 25 Mar 87 


[Text] Manila, March 25 (AFP) -- The Philippine Government formally asked Japan 
Wednesday to lift an official advisory against organized tour groups to _ the 
Philippines, a spokesman for the Foreign Affairs Department said here. The advisory, 
issued in late January by the Japanese Transport Ministry, was prompted by the 
still-unsolved kidnapping of Nobuyuki Wakaoji, the Philippine manager of the Mitsui 
trading house, more than four months ago. 


President Corazon Aquino has acknowledged that the kidnapping has hurt the Philippine 
economy, and the advisory in particular was affecting the tourism industry. Japan is 
the country's second largest source of tourists. 


A spokesman for the Department of Foreign Affairs said here that the Philippine Embassy 
in Tokyo submitted the request for a lifting of the advisory Wednesday to the Japanese 
Foreign Ministry. Philippine officials have said that negotiations have been going on 
with Mr. Wakaoji's kidnappers, who are demanding five million dollars in ransom money. 


ENVOY CHIDES TOKYO POLICE FOR EMBASSY BREAK-IN 


0W242255 Tokyo KYODO in English 1057 GMT 24 Mar 87 


[Text] Manila, March 24 KYODO -- The Philippine ambassador to Japan has criticized 
Japanese police authorities for failing to provide adequate external security for the 
staff of the Philippine Embassy in Tokyo. 
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The alleged security lapse led to the storming of the embassy last Friday by a 
21-year-old Japanese rightist demanding an early resolution of the four-month-old 
kidnapping of Mitsui executive Nobuyuki Wakaoji, Ambassador Ramon del Rosario said in a 
report to Vice President Salvador Laurel. The report was contained in a telexed 
message released by the Department of Foreign Affairs Tuesday. 


The ambassador pointed out that Japanese rightwing groups had staged _ several 
demonstrations and that embassy staff including himself had received "threatening phone 
calls" -- all protesting the unresolved Wakaoji case -- before the intrusion occurred. 


Yoshio Hanabatake, a member of the Kokuyui-kai (patriots), was turned over to Japanese 
authorities after being subdued by embassy personnel, Del Rosario said. He caused 
property damage amounting to 250,000 yen, he added. Del Rosario said a diplomatic 
protest was lodged with Japan's Foreign Ministry the same day calling attention to the 
Japanese Government's obligation to protect embassy personnel. 


YAKUZA LEADERS LINKED TO KIDNAPPING FLEE MANILA 


HK251333 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER in English 25 Mar 87 pp 1, 8 
[By Alex Fernando] 


[Excerpt] Two top leaders of the Yakuza gang, the Japanese version of the Mafia, have 
fled Manila after they were linked to the four-month-old kidnaping of Japanese 
executive Noboyuki Wakaoji in Canlubang, Laguna, well-placed sources said yesterday. 


The flight of the two identified as "Hayashi" and "Miyura", bolstered speculations that 
the Yakuza had a direct hand in the abduction of Wakaoji, general manager, of Mitsui 
Co., one of largest Japanese firms doing business here. 


Filipino insiders within the Yakuza gang operating in Manila told the INQUIRER that 
Hayashi and Miyura, both ranking leaders of the Shimioshi-Rengo family engaged in 
illicit activities here, hurriedly left after learning that their names cropped up in 
the investigation of the Wakaoji kidnaping. 


A $5-million ransom is being demanded by the kidnapers of Wakaoji, who is believed 
being held either in Laguna or Batangas. The same insiders said it is generally 
believed that the two top gangmen ordered the kidnaping of Wakaoji after his company 
refused to pay a ransom demanded by the syndicate in exchange for not harassing it or 
sabotaging its operations. [passage omitted] 


CRISIS COMMITTEE TO MONITOR DROUGHT SITUATION 


HK251309 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 25 Mar 87 pp 1, 6 
[By Romy Tangbawan |] 


[Text] The government yesterday confirmed the seriousness of the drought problem in 
many parts of the country and formed a "crisis committee" to monitor the situation. 


In a press conference, Local Governments Secretary Jaime Ferrer told newsmen an 
inter-agency crisis committee was called to an emergency meeting at Camp Aguinaldo at 
noon yesterday. 
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Ferrer described the situation as "serious," adding that "dams are now operating at 
half capacity." 


Besides Ferrer, other officials who attended the emergency meeting were Defense 
Secretary Rafael Ileto, Agriculture Secretary Carlos Dominguez, Health Secretary 
Alfredo Bengzon, Trade and Industry Secretary Jose Concepcion, Public Works Secretary 
Vicente Jayme and Gen. Fidel Ramos, AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] chief of 


staff. 


Earlier, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration (PAGASA) reported that the dry spell has worsened and is spreading to 
other parts of the country. 


Worst hit are the Bicol region, Western Mindanao, Northern Panay, Central Visayas and 
the northern parts of Samar and Leyte. 


Ferrer said the committee was still studying measures to cushion the expected effects 
of the drought. 


The suggestion by other government officials to produce artificial rain by "seeding" 
clouds was ruled out by PAGASA, saying this is impossible because there are no heavy 
clouds yet that can be seeded to produce rain. 


"We are only hoping that the rainy season will come on time, otherwise our dams will 
dry up," PAGASA Administrator Ramon Kintanar said. 


There is still no cause for alarm among Metro Manila residents as La Mesa Dam, the 
area's main source of the water supply, is still within normal levels. Kintanar, 
however, advised the public to conserve water in anticipation of the possibility of a 
long dry spell. 


Ferrer said about 65 percent of water supplied by the Metropolitan Waterworks and 
Sewerage System [MWSS] is going to waste due to leakages. He added that the MWSS has 
not done much to stop this wastage despite the barrage of public complaints. 


To help solve the problem, Ferrer said he wili seek the help of barangay officials. 


Meanwhile, the National Power Corp. [NPC] warned of four-hour brown-outs in Luzon as it 
started moves to conserve water in the different dams. 


In an advisory to all electric cooperatives and light industries throughout Luzon, the 
NPC said brownouts are necessary to prevent a severe shortage of power before the rainy 
season. 


In a related development, an agriculture official said efforts are being made to 
counter expected hoarding of rice and corn by traders in the wake of a PAGASA warning 
that a significant portion of the country's rice and corn lands have been adversely 
affected by the drought and that the crops are in a "bad shape." 


Dominguez admitted earlier that 40 percent of land planted with corn were hit by the 
drought and may bring poor harvests. 


Dominguez, however, ruled out the possibility of a rice shortage despite PAGASA's 
predictions that at least three regions producing one-fourth of the country's rice 
supply will have poor yields. These are region 4 (Southern Tagalog, except Quezon), 
Region 9 (Western Mindanao) and Region 12 (Central Mindanao). 
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